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FOKKIOH  K/IB.ASSISS  AND  THE  ROMAN  SENATE 


The  no?nan  Senate,  we  are  told  by  Livy,  had  Its  origin 
In  the  i»eigii  of  MOmulu??:     "consilium  del  id e  vli»ibus  p''r»''t 
centma  crent  senator-es; " likewise  by  Glcer*o:     "octo  et 
vlgl  itl  quos  penes  sumriam  consilil  voluit  esse  (Lycurgus) 
curn  impe-dl  surarnum  rex  tener^et:     ex  quo  nosti»i  ide;n.  illud 
secutl  atque  i:iterpTK5t  ti,  quos  senes  ille  appel  avlt,  non- 
inavernint  senatwn,  ut  eti^im  Komulura  p^tribus  lectls  feclsse 
dixl  lus,"^    These  ^dvisOT^s  were  presumably  from  the  heads 
of  the  gentes.     Cice:'0  says:     "Post  iaterituiii  autera  Tatii 
cuii  ad  eu]n  potentatus  oranis  reccidisset,  quamqua^n  cujti  Tatlo 
in  reglum  coisillum  delegerat  principes  qui  appellati  sunt 
propte^'  caritatem  patres."  ;  also,  "sed  quamquam  ea  Tatlo 
sic  er'ant  discr'ipta  vivo,  taraen  eo  intei^fecto  multo  tliin 
magis  .^omulus  jxitru-n  auto-it^te  consllloque  regnavlt,"^ 
and,  "Itaque  hoc  conf?llio  et  quasi  senatu  fultus  et  lunl- 
tus  et  bel la  cum  finitumls  felicissime  raulta  gessit." 
At  his  de'^th,  it  v/as  the  senate  th  t  recommended  to  the 
people  the  election  of  Nuiaa  Pornpilius  aa  king:  "oulbus 
(vlrtute  et  sapient  la)  cura  esse  praestantem  Numani  Pompll- 
iu^fi  fa-aa  ferret,  praete  mis^s  suis  civlbus  rege'  alienigen- 
ara  patribus  auctoribus  slbi  ipse  populus  adsclvli,  eu  que 
ad  regnandum  sabinum  hominern  Kom|^g  curibus  accivlt,"  ^ 
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Since  at  the  end  of  the  regal  period  the  number  of  the  sen- 
ate was  tliree  hundred,  we  ra^y  perhaps  accept  the  statenie  it 
of  Plutarch  that  the  original  nuinber  had  been  increased  to 
one  hund:»ed  and  fifty  in  the  time  of  Nuina.^    Although  in 

his  Life  of  Koraulus  Pli^ta^^ch  says  that  rtomulus  and  Tatius 

2 

increased  the  number  to  two  hundred,     Cicero  seens  to  sup-  ^ 
port  t hc^ 3 taternent  of  Plutarch  when  he  saysy^Lucius  Tarquin- 
ius  Pi'iscus  doubled  the  number  of  these  senators:  "dupll- 
cavit  ilium  pi-istinum  patrum  nuine  -UiTi,      and  called  the  mem- 
ber's of  the  original  senate  "patres  maiorura  gentium"  and 
those  chosen  by  himself  to  increase  th*^'  n\iraber,  "patres 
mi  lorum  gentiuin"  :     "et  antiquos  p-^tres    laiorum  gentiura  ap- 
pellavit  quos  priores  sente  tiavn  rogabat  a  se  adscitos 
minorum," 

This  body  acted  as  councillors  to  the  king,  and  in  his 
absence,  it  assumed  his  executive  pov/ers.     It  became  the 
custo-n  of  the  king  to  consult  the  senate  oi  most  affairs 
of  state,  and  his  powers  were  confirmed  by  that  body.  The 
senate  did  not  me  t  of  its  ov/n  accord  or  at  any  set  time, 
as  ou2»  Cong^'ess  does,  but  was  convened  by  the  king.  There 
was  no  debate,  but  each  senator  was  asked  his  opinion,  speak- 
i  ^g  in  a  certain  order  of  precedence.'     On  the  death  of  the 
king  the  administration  of  the  state  reverted  to  the  senate. 
The  precedent  for  this  was  set  at  the  time  of  the  de-^th  of 
FiOraulus  according  to  Cicero:     "cum  ille  iiomuli  senatus,  qui 

• 

1.  Plut.  ^Juma  II  6                        3.     Cicero  de  rep.  II  20,35 

2 .  Plut .  Kom .  X/C  1 
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constabat  ex  optiraatlbua,  quibua  Ipse  rex  tantuin  tribuisset, 
ut  eo3  pTtpes  vellet  norilnarl  patricosque  eoTinn  libei^os, 
te  iptaret  post  Hoiaull  excessu  i,  ut  ipse  regeret  sine  r^ege 
rem  publicam,  populm  id  no    tulit  desideroque  i^oniuli  postea 

regern  flagitare  non  deaitit;  cum  prudente:^  1111  princlpea 

! 

novam  et  In  iudltam  cetei'ls  ge  ' tibu^  lnte^»regni  inetindl 
tlone    excogltaverunt ."■'^    Llvy  tells  us  that,  on  ;he  death 
of  KoiTiulus,  a  disagree  lent  ariose  aniong  the  senator's  -is  to 
which  should  b'=  king.     The  question  w^s  finally  settled  by 
an  Interregnum:    "Patriiin  Interim  anirnos  cert 'nnen  regnl  ac 
eupido  versabat,"^   ....  "Ita  rem  Inte"^  se  centum  pat-'es, 
dece  !  decu:"'lis  factis  si  igulisque  In        giilas  decurlas  cre- 
atis  qui  sumraae  ^^erum  pr'^eessent,  consoclnnt.     Deceni  1  per- 
itab^nt:    unus  cum  Inslgnibus  Imperil  et  llctorlbus  eratj 
quinque  dierura  spatio  flnlebatur  Imperlum  ac  per  omnes  in 
orbeio  ib^it;  annuraque  Interyallum  regnl  fult.    Id  ab  re,  quod 
nunc  quoque  tenet  nomen  interregn.um  appellatuTa."'       hen,  ac- 
cording to  this  system,  each  senator  had  exercised  in  tu^^n 
all  the  royal  povvers  for  a  term  of  five  iays,  one  of  the 
members  convoked  the  Conltia  Ctiriata  which  elected  a  king 
from  the  senate.    Bills  passed  o-^  elections  voted  by  the 

Comltia  Cui'lata  had  to  be  ratified  by  the  senate  before 

4  # 
they  were  valid.      A  refusal  oy  thia  body  constituted  a 

complete           from  which  there  was  no  appeal. 

1.  Cicero  de  rep.  II  12.23         3,    Livy  I  17,5-6 

2.  Livy  I  17.1                              4,    Cicero  de  rep.  II  32.56 

^  — _____ 

/'*fter  the  expulsion  of  the  kings,  the  senate  and  the 

consuls  held  the  supreme  authoi-ity ,     Cicero  says:  "Tenuit 

igitui'  hoc  In  statu  senatus  rem  publlcarn  te^npo^^ibus  lllls 

(consulship  of  Publicola  and  sp.  Lucretius),  ut  in  populo 

liber-o  pauc^.  per  populuin,  pleranue  senatus  auctoritate  et 

Instituto  '3.C  riore  gerentu  •,  atque  uti  consules  potestatem 

haberent  teipore  dumtaxat  annunm  genere  ipso  ac  iure  regiara. 

CJuod  rae  er^t  ad  optinend^.m  potenti-^n  nobilium  vel  n'^yitrnvLn, 

» 

veherncnter  id  retinebatui'  populi  ccHnltia  ne  esaent  rata, 

nisi  ea  patrurn  adprobf^.visset  auctoritas" ;  and,  "Sed  aliquot 

ante  n  nis  cuin  sunrn'-T  esset  ^.uctoritar.  in  senatu  populo  pat- 
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iente  atque  parente,  inita  ratio  es';,"       (Decemviri  451  B.C.) 
vVhen  the  list  of  membership  was  revised,  it  lecame  the  cus- 
tO']  to  include  ex-consuls  and  othe  •  ex-magistrates,  if  they 
were  not  a",  'eady  mejnbers  of  the  senate.    In  his  De  Legibus, 
Cicero  declares:    "Omnes    magistratus  auspiciura  iudiciuinque 
habento,  exque  is  senatus  esto;  eiits  decreta  r^ta  sunto,"^ 
Quintus    remarks  that  these  provisions  are  very  slrnilar  to 
those  of  tlie  Koman  st'^te:     "Sed  ea  (descriptio  logum)  paone 
nostrae  civitntis.        In  this  way  the  senate  became  a  chosen 
body  of  men  v/ith  administrative  experience. 

The  senate  gradually  acquired  more  paver  than  it  had 
had  dui'ing  the  regal  period  so  th  t  it  served  as  a  check  to 
the  consuls,  as  well  as  to  the  Coraiti*    Centurlata,  hereas. 


1,  Cicero  de  rep, II  32,56  3,     Cicero  de  leg.  Ill  3.10 

2.  Cicero  de  rep.  II  3  3.1  4.     Cicero  de  leg.  II  5,12 
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under  the  kings,  it  had  had  no  pcwei*  to  initiate  or-  discuss 
n  bill,  it  gradually  beg?in  to  exercise  botn.    Thus  the  sen- 
ate became  a  deliberative  f^s  well  as  an  adviso  »y  council. 
It  became  the  custori  tor^  the  consul  to  prese  't  to  the  CO!!!- 
itia  Gen tur lata,  bills  which  had  previously  been  ratified 
by  the  senate.    Llv^r  says:     "ut  legu^;,  quae  comitiis  cen- 

turiatis  ferrentur,  ante  inltium  suffragiuiTi  patres  auctores 
tt  1 

fierent.        The  influence  the  senate  gained  over  the  consul 
soon  beca  te  very  strong  since  its  members  served  du3"*lng  tlieir 
life  time,  \7hile  the  consul's  term  lasted  out  a  yea^*,  ope- 
over,  the  consul  cane  from  the  senate,  and  usu^'lly  after  :^iis 
year  in  office,  returned  to  it.     Thus  he  was  bound  to  con- 
sider its  wishes.     If  a  consul  did  assert  his  independence 
too  strongly,  there  vjeve  sever'^l  means  by  which  he  could  be 
controlled,  as  Polybiu^  tells  us.    Moreover,  his  collearriie 
was  doubtless  often  inf  luenced  by  the  semte,  the  colloges 
of  the  pontiffs  and  •'ugurs  ,  ciiosen  from  the  aristocrats, 
would  gener'ally  be  guided  by  senato  dal  opinion.    The  offic- 
ial acta  of  n  consul  might  be  declared  void,  due  to  so  e 
flaw  in  the  auspicla.    Cicero  skives  an  oxai/iple  of  this.'^ 
The  patrician  senators  might  exercise  the  pat^nirn  auctoritas. 
Finally  the  senate  raight,  decree  that  a  dictator  be  "pi-ointed 
who  ImtTiediately  assumed  all  the  powers  of  the  consuls.  Livy 
says:     "aenatus  finire  1  iperiu!n  consulibus  cupiens  dictator- 
em  adversus  reuellantes  Lntinos  dici  iussit."^    Hence,  the 
consuls  were  rathe^'  certain  to  confer  with  the  senate  on  ^^ll 

1,  Llvy  Vill  iy.ib-i(>                3.    C'ledi*o  D«  Natura^  DeOrHvn  i: 

2.  Polybius  VI  15.2-9                   4.    Livy  VIII  12.12 

4.11  --^ 

r 


c 
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matters  of  legislntion,  public  land,  finances,  ^nd  t-eaties. 
In  times  of  warfare  and  crisis,  expeci'^lly,  the  senate  af- 
forded the  advice  of  men  accustomed  to  facing  pressing  ques- 
tions which  roist  be  settled  as  wisely  and  '^s  soon  as  pos- 
sible.   For  this  reason  the  senate  soon  developed  'i  wide- 
spread cont -ol  of  foreign  affairs. 

Not  only  were  all  the  public  matters  in  Italy  under 
the  control  of  the  senate,  but  nlao  the  problems  th?t  ^rose 
between  home  and  any  foreign  state.     .Questions  on  pe  ce  or 
war,  arbitration  of  a  difficult  point,  the  settlement  of 
clair ;s--the3e  all  c^Jne  under  the  .lurisdiction  of  the  sen'^te."^ 
By  means  of  embassies  chosen  from  the  .aembers  of  thr  senate, 
its  decrees  coricerni  tg  foreign  lands  were  carrlel  out.  Livy 
mentions  one  unusual  instance  v/  len,  for  laak  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  senators,  knights  were  chosen  to  fill  out  the 
nwnber:     "  aolicitudinern  in  civitate  aegra  experti  consules 
sunt,  cum  in  legatio  es  non  plus  singulis  sen^toribus  in- 
venientes  coacti  sunt  blnos  equites  adicere,"^    The  choice 
of  these  ambassadors  was,  by  right  of  tradition,  accorded 
to  the  sen'^te.     Cicero's  sentiments  on  that  subject  are  ex- 
pressed in  his   'Imost  bitter  words  to  Publius  Vatlnus:  "^mls 
legates  unnuara  audivit  sine  senatus-consulto?    Ante  te  nemo." 

Du^dng  the  second  ceni-ury  B.C.  ambassadors  from  all 
parts  of  the  known  world  c^me  to  consult  the  senate  "^t  Home, 
and  the  senate,  in  its  turn,  sent  embassies  in  reply.  Grad- 
aully,  however,  aa  the  distancesto  which  these  embassies 


1.  Poly.  VI  13.5-8 

2.  Livy  IV  52.7 


3.     Olcero  in  Vat.  15.55-36 


c 


c 
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were  sent  increased,  and  direct  corrnmi cation,  therefore, 
became  more  difficult,  these  eribasaies  acquired  a  greater 
degi*ee  of  i  ^depe  ?.de ice.    Frequently  the  senate  v/ould  re- 
quire the  proconsul  of  ^  province  to  aid  the  fijnbassadors 
in  their  mis.iionJ"    Finally,  to-zmrd  the  last  years  of  the 
republic,  the  execution  of  the  decisions  of  the  senate  in 

the  matte  '  of  foreign  affairs  was  delog''te(^  as  a  general 

2 

rule,  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces.      The  decrees  of 
these  governors  had,  nevertheless,  to  be  ratified  by  the 
senate.'^ 

Thus  the  decline  of  this  important  function  of  the 
Roman  Senate  v/as  I'lrgely  due  to  that  development  which, 
in  other  respects  as  well,  struck  a  bio?/  at  the  very  roots 
of  t}ie  nepublic^n  Constitution.     This  ivas  bhe  insttftution 
of  the  proconsulship  and  of  special  caa  issions  v;hich  were 

4.  R 

set  up  both  by  the  senate    and  by  the  people,    during  the 
closi  ig  years  of  the  Kepublio. 

With  the  est'^blishment  of  the  principate,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  senate  for  dealing  in  foreign  affairs  is 
seen  in  such  instances  "s  unde^-  Augustus.      'Kicitus  gives 
an  indication  of  how  greatly  the  power  of  the  senate  in 
foreign  affairs  h-^'d  shrunk  in  Tiboriu^  time  to  a  shadov/  of 
its  former  self,    "sed  Tiberius,  vira  principatus  sibi  fir- 
mans, ima'^inem  ?^ntiquit^tis  senatui  praebebat,  postulata 
provinciarum  ad  disquisitionem  patrum  K'ittendo,        It  was 
because  the  senate  had  possessed  the  necessary  knovvledge 

T: — A|>p.  Mltho  11  11   b,    Plut.  ll.  lii*a<5eAu3  11 V  1 

2.     l^ut.  Cic.  36.1-2  6.     Dio  LIU  13.1-3 

5.    App.  B.C.  II  9  7.     Tac.  Ann.,  Ill  30,1 

4,    App.  i  ith.  XV  97;  Cic  ad  att. 
IV  1,7;  Dio  XXXJX  9.2-3 


1 


8 


that  It  had  governed  af fialra  of  state  at  home  and  abpo^id 
duT»ing  the  critical  period  of  the  gre'^t  wars,  •3nd  the  try- 
1  g  times  of  reconstruction  in  Afi^ica  and  Greece.    But  v;hen 
the  dominion  of  Ho?ne  had  been  established  in  the  ancient 
world,  the  sen  te  fomifi  its  antho^dty  disputed  and  ±tn  work 
nea^-'ly  done.     Henceforth,  tha  senate,  u-^de-"  pres'-u-^o  of  the 
demands  of  the  chnMging  times,  was  to  yield  its  fo-euiost 
place  i  1  the  goverrunent  of  oine. 


• 

c 

1 

'  9 

Tlie  honiaii  senate,  as  the  inti^oduction.  has  showa,  had, 
in  the  natur'^1  coupse  of  events,  beco  e  a  control  l  ig  coun- 
cil of  state.    It  w^i3  thus  iaevitable  that,  parallel  v/ith 
the  widening  of    -Oman  control  over  other  city  states  and 
peoples,  there  should  come  about  a  cor  -espo  iding  increase 
in  the  business  thnt  devolved  upon  the  senate  of  settling 
the  p^z-oblams  th  t  arose  between  these  states  and  peoples 
and  rcome.     Concrete  problems  could  lot,  of  cou2\ge,  be  hand- 
led either  by  the  senate  as  a  whole,  or  by  the  various  con- 
unities  as  a  v/hole.    Therefore,  it  was  necessa^-y  to  handle 
these  problems  th^*ouf^h  speci'^l  cortiraittees . 

Hence,  v/e  find,  as  time  went  on,  that  the  number  of  such 
comraittees  sent  by  the  Roman  Senate  to  deal  v/ith  other  st^.tes 
and  peoples,  a;id  the  number  of  such  eomraittees  sent  to  uorae 
by  those  states  -^nd  peoples  to  deal  with  the  senate,  p  rovided 
one  of  the  most  important,  perhaps  the  most  import int,  of 
the  functions  of  the  senate.    Evidence  of  the  dealings  of 
the  senate  tiirough  embassies  with  the  peoples  of  Itrsly  dur- 
ing the  kingly  period  and  the  first  tv/o  centuries  of  tlie 
republic,  is  given  by  Livy  as  follows: 

Livy  I  32.3                                                         640  -  616  B.  C. 

/^ncus  Martius  institutes  practice  of  sendi  g  envoys  to  de- 
clare war. 

Livy  II  3.5;  4.4                                                         509  B.C. 

Tarquinii  send  legates  to  Home  on  behalf  of  exiled  Tarauins, 

Livy  II  18.9                                                                501  B.C. 

Sabines  sue  for  pardon  through  legati  sent  to  Home. 

in 

Livy  II  25.6                                                                      495  B.C. 

Volsci  come  to  senate  to  sue  for  peace. 

Livy  II  26.4-5                                                                495  B.C. 
Aurunci  despatch  ambassadors  to  Rome  with  the  ultimatum 
that  they  will  declare  war  unless  territory  of  Volsci  was 
evacuated . 

Livy  II  30.8                                                                    494  B.C. 

Latini  beg  aid  or  privilege  to  take  up  arms  against  Aequi . 

Livy  II  39.9-11                                                              488  B.C. 
Senate  sends  envoys  to  Gnaeus  Marcius  to  treat  for  peace. 

Livy  II  54.1                                                         474  -  473  B.C. 
Veientes,  on  their  request  to  senate,  are  granted  a  truce 
for  forty  years. 

Livy  III  4.3-6                                                                464  B.C. 

Envoys  are  summoned  to  Rome  to  explain  suspicious  actions 
of  Antium. 

Livy  III  6-4                                                                    463  B.C. 

Envoys  from  the  Hemic i  announce  that  the  Aequi  and  Volsci 
have  joined  forces  and  established  a  camp  in  their  territory. 

Livy  IlloiCiii-^                                                              458  B.C. 
Envoys  from  Rome  to  Aequi  protest  at  violation  of  treaty 
of  459  B.C. . 

Livy  III  31.8                                                                  454  B.C. 

Envoys  are  sent  to  Athens  to  copy  laws  of  Solon. 

Livy  III  38.5                                                                  449  B.C. 
Tusculan  legati  bring  news  to  Rome  of  raids  by  Aequi  and 
beg  Roman  protection. 

Livy  III  57.7                                                                    449  B.C. 

Latini  et  Hernici     send  envoys  to  congratulate  Rome  on  civil 
peace  of  plebes  et  patricii. 

Livy  IV  7.4                                                                        444  B.C. 

Ardea  sends  envoys  to  complain  of  Rome' s  confiscation  of 
'^^p^  lands. 

Livy  9.1                                                                           443  ii.C. 
Ambassadors  from  Arde^i  beg  aid  in  the  name  of  their  ancient 
alliance  with  Rome. 

Livy  IV  12.8                                                         441  -  440  B.C. 

Rome  sends  envoys  to  her  neighbors  to  get  grain. 
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Llvy  IV  17.1-6  437  B.C. 

itoraan  envoys  ar»e  killed  'it  tidr-n^e  when  sent  to  ask  the 
reason  for  tiie  revolt  against  xiome. 

Livy  IV  30.1  430  -  427  B.C. 

Aequi  seek  peace  from  senate. 

Livy  IV  52.5  412  -  411  B.C. 

iiinbassies  are  sent  to  neighoo^-ing  peoples  of  X'asGan  sea 
and  Tiber  to  purch''se  cO  'n. 

Livy  IV  58.1  40-  B.C. 

noraan  envoys  seek  restitution  from  the  people  of  Veil. 

Livy  V  23.12  39^  -  395  B.C. 

Volsci  and  Aequi  send  envoys  to  seek  peace. 

Livy  V  27.11  394  B.C. 

Falerii  sends  legates  to  senate  to  su2»render  their  people 
to  t.ie  iiomnns. 

Livy  V  28.2  391  B.C. 
Envoys  are  sent  by  the  senate  to  c^rry  a  golden  bowl  as  an 
of f erl  ig  to  Apollo  at  Delphi. 

Livy  V  3.'5.4  391  B.C. 

Men  of  Cluaium  ask  aid  of  noinnn  Senate  against  G/|.til9  , 

Livy  V  35.5  391  B.C. 

Three  ambass'^dors  are  sent  to  the  Gjlitfls  in  the  name  of 
the  senate  and  the  i^oman  people  to  j.'es.fonstrate  v/ith  the 
TtiIvIs  about  thei"^'  invasion  of  Klusium. 

Livy  V  3S,9  390  B.C. 

Envoys  fro!ri  the  G^iuls  complain  to  the  senate  that  the  Fabii, 
sent  to  thera  as  a:nba3  3adors,  broke  the  law  of  nations  by 
taki'ig  up  arms. 

Livy  VI  3.2  389  B.C. 

Envoys  of  Sutrium,  ally  of  Roman  people,  apply  for  pro- 
tection ag'^inst  Ktruria. 

Livy  VI  10  386  B.C. 

Word  is  sent  to  Nepesiai  to  sever  relations  with  .r^trusc^ns 
and  to  join  fioraans, 

Livy  VI  26.1-2  332  -  381  B.C. 

Tuscan  envoys  coine  to  senate  to  ''.sk  peace  terras. 

Livy  VII  6.7  362  B.C. 

Senate  sends  envoys  to  liernici  to  demand  reparation. 


c 
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Livy  VII  19.4  353  B.C. 

Sarnnitea        ly  to  Komans  for  alliance  of  friendship. 

Livy  VII  20.3  353  B.C. 

Arflbassadors  fran  Caerites  ask  pardon  for  raid. 

Livy  VII  27,2  347  -  346  B.C. 

Carthage  se  ds  envoys  to  i  cmie  to  make  an  alliajice. 

Livy  VII  30.1  &  31  345  -  343  B.C. 

Carapanians  seek  aid  against  the  samnitea. 

Livy  VII  31.8-11  345  -  o43  B.C. 

Senate  sends  leg*? teg  to  sainnites  to  request  them  to  ^^n^ke 
no  paids  on  campaniana. 

Livy  VII  38.1  342  B.C. 

Falisci  send  envoys  to  treat  for  peace.     Carthage  sends 
legates  with  congratulations  and  tfigt  of  golden  crov/n. 
Cami>an.i'?ns  and  Suessi  ask  for  garrison  as  protection  against 
Sainnites  • 

Livy  VIII  1.7-10  341  l.G, 

sarnnites  send  envoys  to  riake  pe'^ce  treaty  with  ri^uit  to  v/ar 
against  Sidiciai. 

Livy  VIII  5  340  B.C. 

Legates  from  Lati'ii  propose  one  state  b*--  made  of  Romans 
and  Latini  on  equ'il  terms. 

Livy  VIII  19.1-3  331  B.C. 

Ambassadors  fr<xri  Volsci    ^sk  protectioi  of  :tO!nan  Sen'^te 
against  Sam  lite  aggression.     Senate  sends  embassy  to  sai  mites, 
w no,  unprepared  for  w^ir,  agree  to  keep  pence. 

Livy  VIII  20;j  21  329  B.C. 

Privern*: tea,  conquered,  se  id  legates  to  arrange  porce  terras. 

Livy  VIII  23..'  327  -  323  B.C. 

Senate  sends  legates  to  Sarnnites  to  arrange  peace  terms. 

Livy  VIII  29.14-15  322  B.C. 

Fetials  are  sent  to  Home  from  sarnnites  to  arrange  peace  terms 

Livy  IX  4.1-6  321  B.C. 

At  Caudine  Pass,  i^oraans  send  envoys  to  sarn  lites  to  seek 
peace  terns. 


Livy  IX  8.15 

horaans  uphold  inviolability  of  legates. 


320  B.C. 
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Livy  JX  20.1-3                                                   318  -  317  B.C. 

Ambaasadops  f?*on]  S'^mnltes  seek  r'eaewal  of  peace  treaty, 

Llvy  IX  37.12                                                                  310  B.C. 
From  Peruaia,  Coptona,  and  Airetluin  come  legates  to  ione 
to  sue  for*  peace  and  ai  alliance. 

Llvy  IX  40.20                                                                  308  B.C. 

Ainbassadops  au-i^pende  "  PeJ'usia  to  noman  consul  who  sends 
them  to  senate  to  seek  peace  terms. 

Llvy  IX  41.5                                                                    308  B.C. 

Tapqul  lenses  seek  truce  for  forty  years. 

Llvy  IX  43.'^                                                           307  -  SOS  B.C. 
Heniici  send  envoys  to  soa'^te  for  peace  terms. 

Llvy  IX  45.1-4                                                                304  B.C. 

Samnltes  cilgp'^.tch  legates  to  -ome  to  trent  fo^  peace. 

Llvy  X  5.12                                                                   302  B.C. 
Etruscan  siobassadors  come  to  Home  to  negocl'^te  peace  terras, 

JAvj  ^|ll.ll                                                                   29R  B.C. 

Luc^ailan  legates  complain  to  senate  of  samnite  i  ivaslon 
and  beg  protection. 

Liw  X  12.1-3                                                                  298  B.C. 
Envoys  from  home  demand  sTtisfaction  of  samnltes  on  behalf 
of  Luca- linns. 

Llvy  X  37.4-5                                                                  294  B.C. 
Volsci   ,  Perusia,  and  Arretium  send  amb'^ssadors  to  i^ome  for 
truce. 

Llvy  X  45.4                                                                     293  B.C, 

Deputations  to  senate  from  allies  complain  of  invasiois  by 
Etruscans . 

• 

\ 

< 
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During  the  period  of  the  Prinic  wars,  these  erbassiea, 
sent  to  and  frorr,  the  senate,  visiupd  nations  around  the 
f^lediterrnnean  Basin,    On  affairs  of  state,  envoys  went  to 
and  fi»om  Spain,  Africa,  Gaul,  Greece,  a  i  Asia  as  the  fol- 
lowing instances  fron  Livy  show: 

Livy  Perlocha  XI                                                          291  B.G.c. 

r;onie  sendn  envoys  to  Kptdau'^na  to  bring  back  image  of  'Aescu- 
lapius . 

Livy  ieriocha  XVIII                                            256  -  255  B.G.c. 
rlegulus  is  sent  to  Koinan  Senate  by  Carthaginians  to  arrange 
exchange  of  prisoners, 

Livy  feriocha  x:                                                  230  -  2":7  B.G.c. 
war  is  delcared  against  Illyrians  for  murder  of  envoy  sent 
to  thaf'i. 

Livy  XXI  6.2-4                                                                219  B.C. 

i^guntlni  implore  assistance  of  :;ome  in  war  with  thei?' 
neighbors,  especi'^lly  'rurdetani.     Seiate  decide i  to  send 
a  ibasaadoi^'s  to  Hsnnibal  v/it  i  instructions  to  proceed  to 
Cai-thage  if  Hannibal  did    not  come  to  terras. 

Livy         10.1                                                                219  B.C. 

Embassy,  getting  no  satisfaction  firo?n  Han  libal  at  saguntum, 
proceeds  to  senate  '^t  Caa^th'^ge  v/here  its  mission  likewise 
proves  fruitless. 

Livy  XXI  18.1-2                                                              219  B.C. 
Befoi'e  declaring  war,  Kcxaan  Senate  sends  nm  embaas    to  Car- 
thage to  inquire  whether  liannibal  is  besieging  saguntum  on 
his  own  authority  or  that  of  the  Cart^iaginian  Senate, 

Livy  r-CI  19.6                                                                219  B.C. 

noman  .'Embassador's,  according  to  instructions  froTn  the  sen- 
ate, go  from  Carthage  into  Spain  to  visit  other  n'^tlons  and 
persuade  therT}  to  join  an  nlliance  with  \orae  o"  dissuide  them 
from  joining  the  Carthaginians. 

Livy  XXI  63.11-12                                                           218  B.C. 

Senate  di'^pntches  two  ambassadors  to  recall  Pl^ininius  to 
~.ome  from  his  province  whither  he  h^d  gone  without  per- 
forming due  ceremonies. 

Llvy  rill  32.4-5  217  B.C. 

.I'jnvoys  fT'orn  Ilaplea  bi*ing  presents  of  gold  to  Korne  as  aid 
to  replenishing  tne  t^'e^sury  depleted  by  war*. 

Livy  Xai  o7.1-4  217  -  21^  B.C. 

Syracusan  ambassadors  bring  gold,  grain,  and  troops  to  aid 
o  e, 

Livy  XKIII  34.8  215  B.C. 

Legates  from  Hannibal  to  Philip  f'^11  into  h-inds  of  •omans 
and  are  sent  to  the  senate  at  i  ome. 

Llvy  XXV  6-7  212  B.C. 

'j?T*oopa  su'^'viving  the  battle  of  Cannae  send  envoys  to  .ar- 
cellTJs  to  beg  that  they  be  allowed  to  fight  ngain  for  -ome. 
iiarcellus  refers  matter  to  sen'^te  which  tells  him  to  use 
his  own.  judgment. 

Livy  XXV  22.2-5  212  B.C. 

Senate  sends  two  envoys  to  the  consuls  with  directions  con- 

cer-'ii'ig  the  arnny. 

Livy  XXVII  4.5-10  210  B.C. 

j'Vinbassadors  corne  to  :iorae  from  King  Syphax  declaring  the 
king's  friendship  for  hc»ne  and  hostility  to  Carthage.  In 
return  senate  sends  envo.  s  to  King  and  Princes  of  Africa. 
Envoys  are  also  sent  to  Ptolemy  and  Cleopatra  to  revive  and 
renew  trejity  of  friendship  v/iti  gifts. 

Livy  XvVII  29.4-5  20B  B.C. 

Senate  sends  three  envoys-- Sex tus  -Tulius  Caesar,  Lucius 
Lucinius  Pollio,  and  Lucius  Cincius  Alimentus — to  consul 
with  a  message  directing  hlra  to  corne  to  norae  to  hold  elec- 
tions o:^'  to  nominate  a  dictator  to  do  so. 

Livy  X.;vVII  35.3  208  B.C. 

L.  Manllus  sent  as  ambassador  to  Greece  to  observe  con- 
ditions and  affairs. 

Livy  rcVII  36.1  200  -  207  B.C. 

Envoys  from  the  Masslllans  bring  ,7ord  of  Hasdrubal's  en- 
trance into  Gaul. 


Llvy  X;<VIII  11.10  207  B.C. 

Arabassadoi^s  from  Cremona  and  Placentla  complain  to  senate 
that  the!    lands  are  being  laid  waste  by  neighboring  Gauls 
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Llvy  AlVIII  39.1  20    -  205  B.C. 

Envoys  arrive  from  saguntum  bea?^ing  thn-nks  and  presents  to 
senate  for  ai'1  against  Hannibal, 

Livy  XaVIII  45.12  205  B.C. 

Legati  sent  to  Delphi  with  presents  from  the  spoils  taken 
from  iiasdrubal , 

Livy  XKIX  11.3-6  205  B.C. 

Senate  se  ids  ambassadors  to  Attalus  md  to  all  lands  in 
ilsia  (  inor)  where  it  was  necessa-y  to  gr-Jin  respect  for 
r.oman  people.    On  the  way  they  stop  "it  Delphi  where  they 
learn  they  v^ill  attain  their  object  throug»;h  Attalus, 

Livy  XLvIX  16.6-7  204  B.C. 

Envoys  from  Locrians  come  to  senate  to  cowplain  of  Plemin- 
lu3,  the  Homan  lieutenant-general, 

Llvy  XCIX  20.11  204  B.C. 

Senate  sends  ten  deputies  to  investigate  complaints  of 
Locrians  against  Aoroan  officials, 

Llvy  .i'.ii  16.1  203  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Masinissa  implore  pardon  fo>'  thei^'^*  people 
from  the  noraan  Seriate. 

Llvy  vXv  17.7-11  203  B.C. 

Legati  froTH  '^asinissa  congratulate  senate  on  Scipio's  suc- 
cess in  ^fr»ica  and  request  semte  to  co:ifirfn  Scipio's  or- 
dinances and  to  return  Numldian  captives. 

Livy  X'v  21.3-5  203  B.C. 

Ambassa,dors  from  saguntuiti  bring  Carthaginians  and  raoney 
taken  from  the  Carthaginians  to  honian  Senate.    The  Cartha- 
gi  lians  had  been  on  their  way  to  Spain  to  purchase  the 
suppo-'^t  of  mercenaries, 

Livy  Xii  22.1  203  B.C. 

Carthaginian  e  ivoys  solicit  peace  from  Roman  Semte  laying 
entire  blame  for  the  «rar  on  Hannibal. 

Livy  XKX  25.2-4  203  B.C. 

Legati  sent  to  Carthage  are  attacked  by  Carthaginian  fleet. 

Livy  XXX  26.2-4  203  B.C. 

Allied  states  of  Greece  send  envoys  to  iiome  with  the  nevirs 
that  Philip  of  r-iacedonia  is  invadi  'g  their  lands  and  is  also 
aidinjT  the  Carthaginians.     Se  late  resolves  to  send  Caius 
Terentius  Varro,  Caius  ^la^nilius,  and    arcus  Aurelius  as  am- 
bassadors to  Philip  to  inform  him  these  acts  were  contrary 
to  the  treaty. 


( 
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Llvy  XXX  38.3-4  202  B.C. 

Sclpio  sends  Garthaginl?in  envoys,  who  have  come  to  hlin,  to 
the  senate  fit  norne  to  arrange  peace  terr^a, 

Llvy  yjii  40-42  202  B.C. 

Envoys  from    acedonia  attempt  to  clea?*  their  people  of 
Cfiarges  brout^ht  against  them  by    ora<'^n  allies,  '^ad  they 
bring  ch-rges  on  the!  •  own  account  "sg^^lnst  i-,oraan  envoys. 
Carthaginian  envoys  sue  fo>'  pe^ice. 


Llvy  )C(X  43.4  202  B.C. 

Senate  or-de^  s  ten  deputies  to  nld  Publlus  Sclpio  to  draw 
up  terms  of  peace  with  the  Cartlia/iviai'::n3 . 


f 
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After  the  battle  of  ?arna  in  202  B.C.,  another  section 
of  the  aacient  world  engaged  the  attention  of  the  senate 
at  itome.    The  eastern  neighbors  of  the   ;oman  people  began 
to  recognize  a  new  power  in  the  ./est.     To  .\Oine  then,  the 
states  Of  Greece  ^nade  their  appeals  against  the  aggression 
of  Philip  Of  Macedon    and  i\jitiochus  of  Syria,     Through  her 
embas;iies  dispatched  by  the  senate,  .-.OTne  came  to  be  the 
arbiter*  of  the  ancient  world,    Hot  the  least  of  the  problems 
that  occupied  the  senate  ivere  the  diplomatic  questions.  Some 
of  the  instances  given  in  Livy  ape  as  follows: 

ISrabassies  sent  to  and  fi»ora  Macedon: 

Livy  XXXI  18.1                                                                200  B.C. 

J^inbassadors  are  sent  to  complain  to  Philip  of  Kacedon  of 
his  having  raadn  war  on  Attalus  and  the  hhodians, 

Livy  XXXIII  13.14                                                           197  B.C.  . 
Philip  of  Macedon  at  a  peace  conference  at  TeMpe  agrees  to 
send  enV^oys  to  i^ome  to  settle  details  of  a.  peace  treaty, 

Livy  iCXXIII  24.6                                                             197  B.C. 
Macedonian  envoys  declare  rhillp  is  re^dy  to  accept  what- 
ever terms  the  senate  prescribes  for  settlement  of  affairs 
in  Greece. 

Livy  XKXIII  24.6-8                                                         197  B.C. 

^Senate  decrees  that  ten  anbassadors  be  appointed  to  grant 
terras  of  peace  to  Philip  in  council  with  the  consul. 

Livy  XX:<III  30.1                                                             196  B.C. 

Ten  ambassadors  arrive  from  Home  '  nd  grnnt  peace  to  Philip 
on  certain  conditions, 

Livy  X«VI  4.1-5                                                             191  B,C, 

Ambassador's  come  to  nome^vith  offers  of  aid  in  war  v/ith 
Antiochus  (frcxn  iiacedonia  J 

Livy  XXXVI  35.12                                                             191  B.C. 
Ambassadors  from  Philip  congratulate  senate  on  Home's  success 
in  war  with  Antiochus  '^nd  offer  a  present  of  t  golden  cro\7n. 

• 

• 

r 
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J. ivy  :CXXIX  24.10  185  B.C. 

Ambassador's  froio  Philip  coie  to  defend  his  conduct, 

Llvy  XL  58.9  179  B.C. 

Perseus  sends  aiQbassado-r»s  to  nome  to  2:»enew  the  tre?ity  con- 
cluded by  his  father*  and  to  request  that  the  senate  give 
hliii  the  title  of  king, 

Livy  aLI  2a .3  174  B.C. 

Senate  sends  an  embassy  to  ivacedon  to  i  ivestigate  a  report 
that  Carthage  and  wacedon  had  exchanged  envoys. 

Livy  X:LII  6.4  1V3  3.0. 

i'ive  envoys  are  sent  to  Perseus  to  investigate  affairs  in 
Macedon . 

Livy  XLII  25.1-2  172  B.C. 

Three  envoys  are  sent  to  Macedon  to  deraand  restitution  and 
to  renounce  the  friendship  of  Perseus. 

Livy  XLII  36.1-0  171  B.C. 

Ambassadors  ar.^^ive  at  rtoine  from  Perseus  to  inquire  the  rea- 
son fo:-  ti-ansport-ntion  of  .lOman  troops  to  Macedon. 

Livy  XLII  46.1  171  B.C. 

Perseus  sends  arabas  sador-s  to  nome  to  carry  on  negociations 
for  peace . 

Livy  XLI'T  11.2-3  170  B.C. 

Senate  sends  two  ambassadors  to  l  acedori  to  learn  as  much  as 
possible  about  Perseus*  movements. 

Livy  XLIV  11.9-11  169  B.C. 

The  ambassadors  sent  to  Macedon  to  investigate  affairs  re- 
turn and  report  the  invasions  of  Perseus,  the  gro-v/ing  fear 
he  inspires  in  the  Grecian  allies  of  n.ome,  and  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  consul's  troops. 

Livy  XLIV  18.2-3  169  -  168  xB.O. 

Ambassadors  are  sent  to  Macedon  to  review  the  armies  and 
the  fleet,  and  to  get  authentic  information  about  the  needs 
of  the  forces  on  I'^nd  and  sea, 

Llvy  XLIV  20.2-7  18  B.C. 

Ambassadors,  sent  to  iiacedonia  to  get  information,  return 
aid  report  the  necessity  for  reinforcements  to  the  r;oman 
troops,  tj  eir  suspicions  of  Euraenes'  fidelity  and  assuj^^^nce 
of  the  loyalty  or  Attalus. 
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^Jabassiea  sent  to  and  fr»oia  Achean  and  Aetolinn  Leaf^ues: 

Livy  KXvV  15,5  193  B.C. 

Achaeana  send  ambassador's  to  home  to  declare  th'^t  they  have 
issued  warnings  to  Nabls  who  is  undei'  thel"^-  protection  and 
is  sowing  dissensions  in  Greece. 

Livy  Xrm  35.5-6  191  B.C. 

The  Aetoli"ns,  on  advice  of   ^uinctifis,  the  consul,  send  an 
embassy  to  Home  to  explain  natters  to  the  senate  ^n^^  ask 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Liv:^  XXaVII  1.1-4  190  B.C. 

Vetolian  ambassadors  come  oefore  the  senate  at  Rome  to  beg 
!:>ardon  for  the  misconduct  of  their  people. 

Livy  X:o:VII  49.1  190  B.C. 

Aetoli^n  '^-ibassadors,  soliciting  peace,  incur  the  dlspleas- 
ui'e  of  the  senate  by  their  insolence. 

Livy  X.^.VIII  10.2  190  3.0. 

Aetolian  envoys  ai^e  sent  by  Valer-ius,  the  consul,  to  the 
.^en-ite  to  ask  peace  terms. 

J. ivy  ;crXVIII  32.4  189  B.C. 

The  Acliaeans  and  Lacedaemonians,  embroiled  in  a  quarrel, 
send  ambassadors  to  Home  to  settle  the  matter. 

Livy  XL  20.2  IBl  B.C. 

Envoys  from  L«acedaemonian  and  Achaean  exiles  are  told  that 
the  senate  will  write  to  the  Acha,ean3  th^t  they  shall  be 
restored , 

Liv}/  A  LI  2:  ••.2  174  B.C. 

Aetolinns  and  Philip  of  Macedon  send  ambassadors  to  riome 
to  settle  a  quarrel  of  long  standing. 

Livy  XLII  2.i-2  173  B.C. 

The  envoys,  sent  to  Aetolia  and  liacedon,  report  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Perseus,  but 
t.hat  preparations  for  war  are  ^11  too  evident,  /etolia, 
too,  is  torn  by  contending  parties. 

Livy  XLII  4.5  173  B.C. 

)'jnvoys  come  to  .-orae  from  Aetolia  v/ith  reports  of  the  dis- 
sensions and  quarrels  in  that  coimtry. 
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J'inbasaiea  sent  to  Jind  from  the  states  of  GT»oGce: 

Llvy  XX.vI  5,5-6  201  3.G, 

JOribassy  frora  Athens  brings  nev/s  bhat  i'hilip  is  "^.ppro'^ching 
t  ie  fi'ontier. 

Livy  XXai  37,l-'3  197  B.C* 

Allies  of  Gi'eecc^with  FhiTip,  send  envoys  to  gp  -ange  peace 
terms  with  Hotnan  Senate. 

Livy  a.:KTII  35.1-J3  19'  3.G. 

.Senate  dispatches  ten  ambassadors  to  Grecian  states  to  give 
liverty  and  conclude      treaty/  of  peace  uith  Philip, 

Livy  XXX.III  31,7  196  B.C. 

i^one  sends  ten  aribassadors  to    Greece  to  straighten  out 
political  affair's. 

Livy  XXXIII  34.10  196  B.C. 

Disagreement  between  the  ten  ambassadors  sent  to  Greece  to 
straighten  out  political  affairs,  and  the  gene^'al  is  refer- 
red to  the  senate  for  decision. 

Livy  X«IV  43.1-2  194  B.C. 

'iV/o  legati  from  ^Jaois  entreat  the  senate  to  ratify  the  peace 
terms  settled  with    'uinctius,  the  rtoman  consul. 

Livy  XXKIV  59.4  193  B.C. 

Ambassadors  fron  Greece  and  Asia  come  before  the  senate  to 
learn  the  attitude  of  the  nomin  people  toward  the  Grecian 
states . 

Livy  XXXV  22.1-2  192  B.C. 

Envoys  return  to  Home  v/ith  nc  ovil  reports  from  Greece 
whither  they  had  been  sent  to  investigate  j'uinors  of  -'^nti- 
ochus*  preparations  for  war  except  against  Nabis  v/ho,  ac- 
co'^'ding  to  Achaean  envoys,  v;as  invadin.g  seacoast  of  Lacon- 
ia, thereby  violating  a  treaty, 

Livy  XK'CV  23.4-5  192  B.C. 

Embassadors  are  sent  to  Greoce  to  ceraent  friendship  of  Greek 
states  to  Korne  in  expectation  of  a  war  with  Antlochus. 

Llv,y  XXXVIII  3.1-2  139  B.C. 

Ain^nder,  King  of  Athar.ianla,  after  recovering  his  king  lorn 
from  which  he  wag  driven  by  Philip  of  Macedon,  sends  ambas- 
sado'^s  to   (ome  fo>'  treaty  of  amity  '^nd  to  apologize  for 
h'-ving  recourse  to  the  Aetolians  in  regaining  his  kingdori]. 


Livy  .CCKIX  24.8-9                                                          185  B.O. 
'^.rabassadors  cane  fvom  the  AtLcioajolans  with  compl'^lnts  against 
th^  invaslona  of  Philip  on  their'  territory. 

Livy  XXXIX  24,15                                                              185  B.O. 

The  senate  sends  three  eAVoya  to  adjust  disputes  in  Greece 
between  P'lilip  and  the  neighborlnf^  stntes. 

Livy  X/LXIX  33.1-2                                                  185  -  184  3.0. 
^^ba^^ador3,  sent  to  adjust  matters  with  Philip,  li'umenes, 
-\  I'i  the  Thessali-ins,  give  an  account  of  their  embassy  to 
the  senate  and  introduce  arnba3sado:«s  fron  those  lyings  and 
states , 

Livy  XXCIX  35.3                                                     185  -  184  B.O. 
The  sen^.te  decre -s  that  n  nev;  ^abassy  headed  by  Appius 
Claudius  be  sent  into  Macedon  and  Greece  to  learn  wiiether 
the  several  states  had  been  restored  to  the  Thessalians, 
Perrhaebians,  and  .ihodians. 

Livy  XXXIX  53.10                                                              183  B.C. 

o:i.an  ap-ibas sadors  are  sent  to  Thrace  to  order  Philip  of 
acedon  to  witnd  -av/  his  legions  and  to  evacuate  t'lr-  ga  — 
risons  there, 

Livy  XL  2.7                                                                       182  3.0. 

Ambassadors  from  Philip,  the  Achaeaiis,  and  J^aced'^eriionlans 
are  given  an  answer   'hen  i'r»rciu3,  sent  to  inspect  the  af- 
f'^'irs  of  Greece  "^nd  il'^cedonia,  iias  first  "'eceived  an  aud- 
ience. 

Livy  XLI  25.5                                                                    174  B.C. 

The  senate  sends  five  env<^7-s  to  Greece,  and  both  Aei:olians 
and  Philip  send  eivoj/s  to  the  ncsnan  ambassadors  to  plead 
thei:-"  "^'espective  causes. 

Livy  XLI I  4.5                                                                    173  B.C. 
Thessalian  ambassadors  co  e  before  the  sen'^te  to  announce 
transact ions  in  Macedon. 

Livy  XLII  5.8                                                                    173  B.O. 
On  he'^rlng  the  news  thnt  the  Thess'^llans  are  in  arms,  the 
senate  sends  ^'ppius  Cl'^udius  as  ^^nbassador  to  exaLiine  and 
adjust  thei^'  financial  affairs. 

Livy  XLII  17.1                                                                  172  B.C. 
Caius  Valerius,  sent  as  m  amb'^ssado  -  to  exa.'iine  affairs 
in  Greece  and  to  observe  the  rnoveinents  of  King  Perseus,  makes 
a  repor«t  to  the  senate  which  agrees  with  the  "Accusations 
urged  by  iiuraenes. 
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Livy  XLII  19.6  172  3.G. 

The  i»e quest  fo^'  friendsrilp  and    alliance  v/ith  the  rom-^n  people 
is  willingly  granted  to  the  Thr'acians.     The  p.omans  are  much 
pleased  thnt  these  states  have  become  their  allies  since 
they  lie  at  the  hack  of  ijacedon. 

Ll'/y  XLII  26.2  172  B.C. 

ijahassadors  from  Iss"-  complain  that  Gentius,  Alng  of  Illyria, 
has  l^id  v/nste  their  count^^y  and  is  preparing  with  Perseus 
war  against  the  noman  people, 

Livy  XLII  26. G  172  B.C. 

The  senate  resolves  to  send  envoys  to  Illyria  to  set  before 
Gentius  the  coinplaints  of  the  Is  sans  and  to  reprove  him  for 
injuring  the  allies  of  the  roraan  people. 

Livy  XLII  37.1  171  B.C. 

Qulntus  Marcius,  Aulus  Atii-ius,  Publius  Cornelius  Lentulus, 
Servius  Cornelius  Lentulus,  and  Lucius  Declrnus  a-^e  sent  as 
'Embassador's  to  Greece  to  make  a  tou"  of  the  states  with  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  their  aid  in  the  war  against  Perseus. 

Livy  XLIII  4.8-10  170  B.C. 

jlimbassadors  from  the  Abderites  cornplnin  that  their  tovm  has 
been  ato  iaed  and  plunder  ed  by  ilortensius,  a  Jioman  praetor. 
The  senate  sends  tT/o  envoys  to  ad  .just  matters. 

Livy  XLIII  6.1-10  170  B.C. 

Embassies  from  Greece  make  a  report  to  the  senate  about  the 
aid  furnis'ned  to  the  .-ioman  people  by  the  sevoral  states  in 
the  war  against  Perseus. 

Livy  XLIII  7  170  B.C. 

Arabissadors  from  Ch^'lcis  complain  of  the  treatment  of  their 
people  by  .\oman  officials. 

Livy  aLV  3.1  168  B.C. 

Two  iioraan  envoys  bring  news  from  Illyria  to  the  senate  that 
Gentius,  King  of  Illyria,  has  oeen  taken  prisone      and  all 
Illyria  is  under  the  control  of  the  Homan  people. 

Livy  XLV  17  167  B.C. 

Commissioners,  ten  for  Macedon  and  five  for  Illyria,  are 
appointed  by  the  senate  to  advise  the  consuls  on  the  admin- 
istration of  afi'airs  in  those  p  -oviaces. 
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Livy  XLV  42.6  167  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Cotys,  King  of  Thrace,  corae  to  defend  the 
conduct  of  theii'  king  In  giving  aid  to  Perseus  during  the 
war.    They  entreat  the  senate  to  permit  the  return  of  Bltis, 
the  king's  son,  and  other-  Thracian  hostages  captured  at  Mac- 
edon, 

Livy  XLV  42.10  167  B.C. 

The  senate  replies  to  the  Thracian  envoys  th'^t  consider-' tion 
must  be  given  to  the  course  th'^t  v/ill  be  adopted.     In  the 
meantime  three  ambassador's  are  appointed  to  coivey  Bltis 
and  the  other  hostages  to  Thrace, 

iMvy  Feriocha  LII  14^1  B.C. 

Corinth  is  de  ' oil  shed  by  order  of  the  sen'^te  because  of 
violence  done  to  ambassadors  from  :ome, 

Etnbassies  sent  to  and  from  Asli  (J'iinor)  and  the  Islands 
in  the  Aegean :-—-\hodes  and  Perg^inn: 

Llvy  XXXI  2.1-3  201  B.C. 

Legati  fvorn  Attalus  and  the  :.hodians  arrive  v;lth  the  inform- 
ation that  i^hilip  of  ilacedon  is  ta-'pering  with  the  states  of 
Asia, 

Livy  ;<:C<I  28,4  200  B.C. 

An  eabaasy  Is  sent  to  the  Khodians  to  engage  them  to  carry 
on  their  share  of  the  war. 

Llvy  XXXII  3,9-16  199  B,C, 

Ambassadoi's  from  Attalus  compl*"ln  of  invasions  by  Antiochus 
and  ask  for  aid  against  hira.     The  senate  refuses  to  send 
troops  but  protiiises  to  send  an  embassy  to  "ntiochus  to  ef- 
fect the  request  of  Attalus. 

Llvy  XXXII  27.1  198  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Attalus  bring  golden  crovm  as  thank  offer- 
ing to  seiiate,  because  Antioc  lus  withdrev/  his  troops,  in- 
fluenced by  rtoman  authority, 

Livy  XXXVII  54.3  190  B,C, 

hhodians  entreat  the  senate  not  to  deliver  any  of  their  free 
states  into  the  pov/er  of  itliimenes. 

Llvy  XLII  19,8  172  '".C. 

Tiberius  Claudius  J^ro  and  Marcus  Deciraus  are  sent  as  am- 
bassadors to  Fhodea  to  renew  treaty  of  f-^-iendship  and  to 
learn  whether  that  state  Is  under  the  Influence  of  Perseus. 
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Livy  XLII  26.9  172  B.C. 

Envoys  from  the  r(odians  co^iie  to  clear  their  people  of  the 
charges  brouprht  against  them  in  the  senate  by  arnbassadors 
sent  to  Asin  (  i  lor)  to  investigate  the  policies  of  the 
several  states  toward  ferseus. 


Livy  XLII  45.1-4  171  B.C. 

An  embassy  is  sent  from  r<Oiiie  into  Asia  (iVjinor),  particular- 
ly to  the  Hhodians  to  urge  their  -^id  against  Perseus.  Their 
instructions  are  to  suit  their  pov/ers  of  persuasion  to  the 
si7.e  and  influence  of  the  state. 


Livy  XLV  10.4  158  B.C. 

The  embassy  sent  to  set  1^^^  matters  between  Ptoleray  and  Anti- 

ochus  stops  at  .Jiodes  to  inform  the  people  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  senate  at  nonie. 


Livy  XLV  20,4  167  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  the  rhodians  cone  to  present  their  congrat- 
ulations to  the  senate  on  hheir  victory  of  the  .->oman  people 
in  the  w^^  with  Ferseus  and  to  clear  thei^^  state  of  the 
charges  made  against  it. 

Embassies  sent  to  and  froro  other  states  of  Asia  (Minor) 

Livy  XXXVII  54.2  190  B.C. 

An  embassy  from  Smyrna  is  conpliraented  by  the  senate  at 
Rome  for  resistance  to  Antiochus. 


LlYy  XCXVII  55,7  190  B.C. 

The  senate  •^pooints  ten  ambassadors  to  adjust  affairs  in 
Asia  (  ^inor)  in  an3';/er  to  appeals  rmde  by  embassies  from 
the  states  there. 


Livy  XXaVIII  39.17  188  B.C. 

Knvoys  of  Eumenes  and  Antiochus  lay  before  the  senate  a 
dispute  ove*--  Pamphylia  which  lies  partly  on  one  side  of 
the  Taurus  Mountains  and  p^Jrtly  on  the  other, 

Livy  X.XXIX  24,6  185  B.C. 

Embassies  from  Eumenes  complain  that  Philip  has  siezed 
towns  in  Thrace  and  forcibly  transplanted  trie  inhabitants 
to   laced  on. 


Livy  XXXrX  51.1  183  B.C. 

Titus  Q,uintiU3  Flaminius  comes  as  ambassador  to  l\lng  Pi'usias 
who  is  giving  shelte:*  to  Hannibal. 
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Llvy  XL  2.6-8  182  B.C. 

Envoys  frora  iiumenos,  Pharnaces  and  the  rihodinng  complain 
of  the  suf fellings  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Sinope.  Senate 
replies  th^t  envoys  shall  be  sent  to  Inveatig^^te  matters. 

Livy  ;vL  20.1  181  B.C. 

Embassies  from  Buinenes  '^nd  Ariarathes,  the  Gappadocian,  and 
Pharnaces  of  Pontus  are  promised  by  the  senate  that  persons 
shall  be  sent  to  iavestigate  and  decide  their  disputes. 

Livy  XLI  3.8  178  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  the  Lycians  complain  to  the  senate  of  the 
cruelties  of  the  ihodians. 

Livy  XLII  19.5-4  172  B.C. 

Arnbassadoi's  coir.e  to  riome  from  Ariarathes  to  entrust  to  the 
senate  the  guardianship  of  the  king's  yoiinger  son  while  he 
is  being  educated  at  acme. 

Livy  XLII  19.8  172  B.C. 

Tibe j'ius  Claudius  !Jero  and  Marcius  Deciraus  are  sent  to  Crete 
as  embassadors  to  renew  treaty  of  friendsh-lp  and  to  le'i^'n 
whether  that  state  is  influenced  by  Perseus. 

Livy  XLII  26.7-8  172  B.C. 

Ambassadors  sent  to  Ewnenes  in  Asia,  to  Antlochus  in  .Syria, 
and  to  Ptolemy  at  Alexandria  report  to  the  senate  that  all 
these  kings,  though  *^p;jroacheci  by  Perseus,  had  remained 
loyal  to  their  alli.^nces  v/ith  the  .^oraans, 

Livy  XLIII  7.1-4  170  B.C. 

Envoys  from  Crete  report  that  their  state  has  sent  the  re- 
quired number  of  archers  to  the  noman  arny.     The  senate 
bids  them  recall  from  Perseus'  service  t'le  number  of  Cretan 
archers  which  is  equal  to  that  given  to  the  Romans  if  the 
Cretans  wish  to  he  an  ally  of  the  soman  people. 

Livy  XLIV  14.3  169  B.C. 

Envoys  from  pamphylia  brin.a;  gifts  and  seek  renewal  of  treaty 
of  friendship.    Ainbassadors  fro  >  Prusias  and  the  .\hodians 
wish  to  make  per.ce  v/ith  Perseus  with  the  approval  of  the 


Livy  XLV  34.10  167  B.C. 

The  i.oraan  envoys  and  Attalus,  sent  to  arrest  hostilities 
between  the  Giuls  aai  EuKienes,  arrive  in  Asia  (Minor). 
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Livy  feriocha  XLVI  165  -  164  B.C.c. 

Ambassadors  fro^n  King  Frusir^a  co  plain  th'^t  iilimenes  has 
plundei'ed  the  boi'derg  of  their*  country,     lliey  ilso  accuse 
him  of  enterifig  into  a  conspiracy  with  Antiochus  against 
the  i^omans, 

Livy  Periocha  L  148  B.C.c. 

Koman  sen'^te  sends  an  embassy  to  negocia.te  peace  between 
frusias  and  Nicomedes. 

Embassies  sent  to  nnd  FrOTn  Syria: 

Livy  XXKIII  39.1  196  B.C. 

Lucius  Cornelius  is  canrriissioned  by  the  senate  to  settle 
the  differences  between  Antioohus  and  rtoleiriy, 

Livy  XXXIV  57.1  193  B.C. 

Legati  from  Antiochus  ask  the  friendship  of  the  .ioraan  people 
and  seek  to  conclude  an  alliance. 

Livy  XCXIV  58.1-4  193  B.C. 

Ambassadors  f  !^ora  Antiochus  are  given  aV  ultimatum  by  J^uinc- 
tius,  commissioned  by  the  senatejthat  their  king  must  ?/ith- 
draw  froiTi  Europe, 

Livy  XXXVII  45.19  190  B.C. 

Ambassadors,  sent  by  Antiochus  to  the  consul,  Publius  Scipio, 
with  instructions  to  accede  to  any  te-^^s  of  peace,  -^re  re- 
ferred to  the  senate  at  :vorae. 

Livy  XC:VII  55.1  190  B.C. 

'ntiochus  sends  to  senate  an  embassy  headed  by  'ntlp'^ter, 
his  nephew,  to  ent^-eat  the  ratification  of  the  peace  terms 
granted  by  Lucius  Scipio. 

Livy   CXXVIII  :53.1-5  188  B.C. 

Ten  anbassadors  from  :iome  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Antiochus,  restricting  him  to  the  terr>itory  beyond  the  Tau- 
rus hange. 

Livy  XLII  6,6-9  173  B.C. 

Appollonius,  envoy  from  Antiochus,  asks  pardon  from  the 
senate  for  late  payments  of  tribute  and  peouests  that  the 
treaty  of  allia  ice  and  amity  made  with  J^ntiochus*  father 
be  renewed  with  Antiochus. 

Livy  XLV  2,;5-6  168  B.C. 

horaan  envoys  meet  Antiochus  near  Eleusine  on  the  Ilile  and 
Popilius  hands  hira  the  decree  of  the  senate  issuing  an  ul- 
tima tura. 
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Livy  XLV  13.1-5                                                              168  B.C. 

The  eiiibassy  sent  to  Antioc  ma,  returns  and  lnfox»ms  the  sen- 
ate that  its  mission  has  been  accomplished.  Ambassadors 
from  Antlochus  declare  t}iat  their  king  most  >^eadlly  obeyed 
che  coimnands  of  the  senate, 

iirabassies  sent  to  a  d  from  Egypt: 

Livy  X\XI  2.1-3                                                              201  B.C. 
I!hree  envoys  are  sent  from  horne  to  itolemy  to  ask  his  aid 
in  case  of  a  war  with  Philip  of  Macedon. 

Livy  XCvI  9.1-3                                                            201  B.  C. 
Ambassadors  from  ftolemy  assure  n.oman  Senate  of  his  sup- 
port and  fidelity. 

Livy  .CaVI  4                                                               191  B.C. 
Jiiivoys  coiie  to  Rome  fTow  Egypt  with  offers  of  aid  froia 
Ptolemy  in  the  war  with  Antiochus. 

Li'/y  XXXVII  3.9-11                                                       190  B.C. 

Arabassadors  from  Ptolemy  and  Cleopatra  congratulate  the 
rioiaan  people  on  driving  Antiochus  out  of  Greece.  They 
state  that  their  rulers  will  furnish  aid  if  the  v/ar  with 
Antiochus  is  carried  into  Asia  (Minor), 

Livy  XLII  6.4                                                               173  B.C. 
Five  envoys  ai»e  ordered  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  to  Ptol- 
emy to  renew  a  treaty  of  friendship  after  they  have  invest- 
igated affairs  in  Macedon. 

Livy  XLIV  19.6-14                                                169  -  168  B.C. 

Ambass'Jdors  frcra  Ptolemy  and  Cleopatra  beg  the  senate  to 
send  envoys  to  Antiochus  to  v/ithdr'^w  his  troops  from  siege 
of  Alex-^ndria.     The  senate  sends  envoys  with  instructions 
to  go  first  to  Antiochus  'nd  then  to  Ptolemy  and  bid  them 
cease  hostilities  or  be  regarded  by  the  senate  as  neither 
friend  or  ally. 

Livy  XLV  13.1-5                                                              168  B.C. 

Envoys  from  Ptcle^iiy  offer  their  th^^nk^  to  the  senate  for 
satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  difficulties  between  Ptol- 
emy and  Antiochus . 

Embassies  sent  to  and  from  Africa: — Carthage: 

Livy  XXXI  11.4                                                                200  3.C. 

Horaan  envoys  are  sent  to  Carthage  to  complain  of  conduct 
of  Hamilcar, 
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Llvy  XCKIII  47.6  195  B.C. 

Three  ainbaasadlor'a  are  sent  to  Carthage  to  complain  that 
Hannibal,  v>fith  King  Antlochus,  is  forming  plana  for  kind- 
ling a  war. 

Livy  XaiV  62.5  193  B.C. 

Carthage  and  •'asiniasa  send  legati  to  Kome  to  lay  a  dis- 
pute over  soTie  territory  before  the  senate. 

Livy  X.b  17.6  182  -  181  B.C. 

;(oraan  arbitrators  refer  to  the  senate  "causan  integral"  a 
dispute  between  the  people  of  Carthage  and  Masinissa, 


J5  .  , 


Livy  XLI  22.1-2  174 

Envoys  return  froin  Carthage  whence  they  went  to  learn  th.e 
truth  about  rumors  of  embnssies  exchanged  between  Carthage 
and  Perseus . 


Livy  XLII  23.1-3  172  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Carthage  corne  to  -one  with  Gulussa,  son 
of  Masinissa.  The  Carthaginians  coinplain  that  Masinissa 
has  encroached  on  their  territory  and  so  broken  the  treaty. 

Livy  XLIII  6.11-14  170  B.C. 

j^nvoys  from  Carthage  report  to  the  senate  the  ^moimt  of 
supplies  and  nuiaher  of  the  troops  furnished  to  the  noiiian 
people  in  the  war  against  rerseus, 

Livy  Periocha  XLVIII  152  -  151  B.C.c. 

Knvoys  are  sent  to  Carthage      ziWei^^^^^"^^^'  ^  2:*eport  that 
a  IJuinidian  arniy  led  by  AriobaraS©  is  aiding  the  Carthagin- 
ians ostensibly  ajaiainst  i-lasiniss^,  but  really  in  pr-epai^ation 
for  a  war  with  Home, 

Livy  Pf-riocha  XLPC  149  B.C.c, 

Envo773  fro]ri  Utico  surrender  their  state  and  property,  rauch 
to  the  delight  of  .lome  and  much  to  the  dismay  of  Carthage. 

Livy  Periocha  XLLX  149  B.C.c. 

Carthago  sends  thirty  envoys  to  Rome  to  tender  submission 
of  the  state. 

Embassies  to  and  from  Numidia: 


Livy  XXKI  11.4-11  200  B.C. 

Envoys  are  sent  from  Rome  to  ''asiniasa  to  request  '?id  in 
war  agpiinst  Philip. 


• 
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Livy  ;aa  19.1-6                                           200  b.c. 

Arabasaadopa  are  sent  to  TTuraliia  to  deliver  presents  and  a 
message  from  the  senate  to  yiaslnissa, 

Llvy  XLII  35.7                                                                171  B.C. 

Three  e  ivoys  are  sent  to    iaainissa  to  request  the  aid  of 
cavalry  and  elepiiants  in  the  1  > pending  v/ar  with  Perseus. 

Llvy  XLIII  3.5-7                                                            171  B.C. 

Gulussa  comes  to  senrite  as  '^n  envoy  from  his  father  r.lasin- 
Issa,     Ae  declares  the  f I'lendsliip  of  his  people  for  the 
Romans  ^nd  warns  the  senate  that  t!ie  Carthaginlnns  are 
fitting  out  a  fleet. 

Livy  XI, III  6.11-14                                                         170  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Masinlss^  report  to  the  senate  the  aid 
given  to  riO  iO  in  the  war  with  Perseus. 

Livy  Periocha  XLVII               .                                      156  3.G.C. 
".rabassaiors  are  seit  by  the  senate  to  determi^io  ^  territor- 
ial di3pute  between    asinissa  and  the  Carthaginians.  The 
envoys  sent  on  this  mission  return  and  repo-'^t  to  the  senate 
that  the  Carthaginians  have  collected  a  large  quantity  of 
raateriil  for  shipbuilding. 

Livy  feriocha  XI-^VIII                                                     152  B.C.c. 
The  senate  resolves  to  send  ten  ambassadors  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  the  report  of  Gulussa  v7ho  declares  that  Ca*^'- 
tliage  Is  fitting  out  a  fleet  foi*  war  and  levying  troops. 

Erabassias  sent  to  and  from  the  North  and  V/eat  to  i^ome: 

Livy  XXCVII  57.1                                                             190  B.C. 
Envoys  from  'Marseilles  announce  that  Lucius  Baebius,  the 
praetor  to  Sp'^in,  had  been  surrounded  by  Ligurians  and  liilled 
on  his  v/ay  to  t.:ie  provincoa, 

Livy  XLII  4.2                                                                173  B.C. 
i^iivoys  from  'larseilles  report  to  the  senate  that  ^jumerius 
Fabius,  a  praetor  to  Hi  the."  Spain,  died  at  Marseilles  on 
his  v/ay  to  the  provinces. 

Livy  X:«IXi2-.7                                                          186  B.C. 
Ambassadors  are  sent  from  Home  over  the  Alps  to  investigate 
the  reasons  for      set'-.leinent  of  Transalpine  Gauls  in  Venetia. 

Livy  XXXIX  54.1                                                              183  B.C. 
Gauls  who  hn /e  settled  in  Venetia  send  envoys  to  ito^ne  to 
corapl"in  of  the  treatment  of  the  r.oraan  governor,  Lucius  Porciu 
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183  B.C. 

'serids  "envoys  to  Veneti?i  to  ?id,1ufjt  claim.g  of  the  Gauls 
I'hese  envoys  are  instructed  to  proceed  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Alps  '^nd  is?!Ue  a  wrning  to  the  G'^llic  states  to  keep 
their  people  on  their  side  of  the  Alps, 


Livy^XX:xrv^54.11 
Senate  


Livy  XLIII  5.1  170  B.C. 

Envoys  from  Cincibilius,  ^-  king  of  the  Gauls,  ^nd  fro^  the 
Oarnians,  Istrians,  and  lapidians  cOT.tplaln  of  the  t  -eitr-ient 
of  caius  Cassius.     The  sen'^te  sends  envoys  with  gift;s  to 
the  in,iui»ed  states. 


Livy  XXKV  6.5-6 

Senate  sends  two  envoys  with 

the  consul,  in  Liguria, 


193  B.C. 

message  to  Lucius  Cornelius, 


Livy  XL  28.8  181  B.C. 

T\70  envoys  are  sant  to  .lOrne  to  announce  to  the  senate  the 
defeat  of  the  Ligurians  and  to  ask  pe'-^misaion  fo-  the  gen- 
eral, Lucius  Aeiriilius,  to  le^^ve  t  e  province  nnd  disband 
his  troops. 

Livy  XLI  6,7  178  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  the  Sardinians  beg  help  from  the  sen'^te 
against  the  Iliensians  and  Balearic  forces  that  have  in- 
vaded their  teprito3?y, 

Livy  XLIII  1.5-6  171  B.C. 

i*Jnvoys  from  Aquileia  beg  aid  from  the  senate  on  the  plea 
that  their  colony  i  ?  weak  '^nd  newly  founded  and  lies  in 
the  rnidst  of  hostile  Is  trains  '^ad  Illyrians. 


Livy  XLIII  2.1-3  171  B.C. 

Ambassador's  from  the  several  states  of  both  tne  Spains  com- 
plain of  the  extortion  of   \Oman  magistrates. 
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Until  the  revolutionary  p7;»ocedure  of  Tiberius  Gracchus, 
when,  f02'  the  first  ti^io,   tho  tradition'^?!  riglit  of  the  senate 
to  ad  inister  foreign  pi-ovinces  was  disregarded,  this  pre- 
rogative of  the  senate  h^^d  been  unchallenged.  Previously, 
the  pro\/iaces  h'^d  been  organised,  not  by  -^ny  one  act  of  the 

senate,  but  by  the  ratiflc?^ tion  of  the  measures  of  the  mili- 
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tary  coraiiianders .      In  146  B.C.,  however,  the  fundamental  prin- 
JBiples  of  provincial  organization  were  ch'mged.    The  senate 
named  an  embassy  of  ten  membe  -s  whose  duties  were  to  execute 
the  decrees  of  the  senate  in  regard  to  the  province  to  be 
oi'gani  i'ed  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  military  cOTmnander  o:"  gov- 
ernor stationed  there The  senate  followed  this  p?^ocedure, 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  nev/  j)rovinces,  but  applied  it  also 
to  the  reorganiJBanion  of  the  older  ones,  such  as  Sicily.  In 
123  B.C.  Gaius  Gracchus  limited  further  t  le  senate  -i^l  con- 
trol over  the  consular  provinces  by  the  passage  through  a 
plebiscite  of  the  Lex  Sempronia  do?  provinciis.      tVom  this 
time  the  people,  through  the  office  of  the  tribunate,  dis- 
puted the  right  of  the  senate  to  administe  -  the  provinces 
as  it  saw  fit,  until  Sulia  reduced  the  power  of  the  tribun- 
ate in  82  B.O,  to      mere  seacaiblance  of  its  former  authority,^ 
Yet  in  this  same  year,  Sulla  also,  feariip;  the  unlimited  op- 
portiinitles  to  make  a  fortune  at  the  expense  of  the  provin- 
cials, put  a  check  on  the  senatorial  adrtiinlstration  by  the 
passage  of  the  Lex  Cornelia, 


1.  Plut.  Ti.  Gracch.  XIV  1-2 

2.  ir'lut.  cat.  nia.l ,  XI  2 

3.  A  pp.  Fun.  135 

Gic.  ad  Att.  XIII  30.3 
App.  Ilisp.  XVI  99 


3.  (Cont)  Poly.  XXXIX  15 

4.  Cic.  Ver-.  II  2,16,40 

5.  Cic.  de  p^ov.  cons.  5.3 

6.  ^pp.  XI  100 


In  the  last  centui'y  of  the    :epublic,  a  still  gre'^ter 
change  was  manifested  in  provincial  adninistpation ,  The 
nev/ly  conquered  ter  1  topics  were  organized  by  the;  victor'ioua 
general  without  the  nid  of  the  usual  corm-iissl  on  of  ten  am- 
bassadors.    In  this  way  Sulla  reorganised  Asia  in  84-  B.C. 

1  P 
Metellus  organized  Crete  in  67-66  B.C.      and  Pompey  iSyria.^ 

Ilevertneless,  each  general  depended  on  the  ratification  of 
t]\e  senate  for  the  stability  of  his  decisions.     In  this  m' t- 
ter-  the  sennte  often  took  its  ti^ne,  as  Porripey  learned/  Grad- 
ually, the  sen'^te  refrained  fr'O'.^  iiterference  in  the  det-'ils 
of  administration,  leaving  them  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

governors,  but  holding  thera  responsible  for  any  bre'^ch  of 
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conduct,  as  shown  in  the  case  of  Verre^?.      Some  of  the  pro- 
blems thnt  arose  no  confront  the  senate  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing instances: 

:^pp.  Hisp.  IC  49  152  B.C.C. 

Claudius  i'larcellus,  stationed  with  an  ariiiy  in  Spain,  sends 
Spanish  arabassadors  froia  two  rival  factions  to  .norae  to  carry 
on  their  dispute  before  nli-;  senate. 

Poly.    XXXVIII  10.2-3  148  B.C. 

Achaean  envoys  are  sent  to  the  senate  to  expl?.in  the  t-'-'eat- 
riient  by  the  Achaeans  of  the  .-.Oman  envoy,  Aurelius,  and  his 
fellOvT  envoys. 

Li'/y  Periocha  LI  147  3.G, 

Ambassadors,  sent  to  Greece  to  separate  fvo.n  the  Acimean  Lea- 
gue those  cities  which  had  been  unde^*  the  dominion  of  Philip, 
are  expelled  from  Corinth  by  the  Achaeans.     This  leads  to 

the  war  between  aonians  '^nd  Achaeans. 

App.  Pun.  Xv  135  143  B.C. 

senate  sends  ten  ambassadors  to  arrange  affairs  in  "frica 
in  conjunction  with  Scipio, 


1.  Dio  XXXYI  1 

2.  App.  Syr.  VIII  50 


3.  Dio  XXXVII  49 
App.  B.C.  II  15 

4.  Gic.  Verr.  II  1.33;  84-85 


II 

Livy  Pe^loam  LIV  141  B.O.o. 

Ambassador's  fr-aa  -lacedon  co  plain  tint  Declus  Junius  Sllin- 
U3,  1  pT'aetor,  had  extor'ted  money  fj»ora  that  province, 

App.  Hlap.  -CI II  81  137  -  136  B.C. 

Erabasay  of  two  3enatoir»3  is  sent  to  Aerailius  Lepidus  with 
ox'd^'-'s  to  ceage  the  wa-  he  h?ad  begun  on  cer-tain  Spanish 
tri\?es  without  any  authority  fi'O.n  the  senate, 

App.  Hisp.  XVI  99  132  B.C. 

Senate  sends  ten  senators  tia  legate?  to  settle  affairs  on 
a  peace  basis  in  the  newly  acqui^-ed  provinces  of  Spain. 

Cic. Verr.  II  2,16  132  B.C. 

Ten  legati  are  sent  to  Sicily  to  aid    .upilius  in  the  recon- 
struction of  the  province, 

Plut.  Mar,  VII  1  109  B.C. 

Marius  accanpanies  as  legate  Gaecilius  ivietelius,  corauiander- 
in-chief  in  the  war  v;it;i  Jugurtha, 

Livy  Periocha  LJCV  108  B.C. 

Cii.ibrian  ajribassadoi's  petition  the  senate  for  a  aettleraent 
of  land  but  a-»'e  refused. 

App.  Ilisp.  XVI  99  103  B.C. 

Since  the  Horaans  'ive  completely  preoccupied  v/lth  the  second 
war  with  the  slaves,  legates  are  sent  into  Spain  to  settle 
the  war  as  best  they  can. 

Livy  Pe-'locha  IJOC  94  B.C. 

lmb?-a3adora  from  Ar sac es^  King  of  Parthia,  soj.icit  the  friend- 
ship of  thb  Adrian. people, 

App.  B.C.  I  40  90  B.C. 

Ten  legates  a r»e  chosen  to  aid  t  e  consuls  who  have  char  se 
of  b-^ie  Sooial  W^r. 


App.  B.C.  I  39  30  B.C. 

Itall-^n  tribes  who  revolted  during  the  Social   .ar,  send  am- 
bassadors to  i-'O^ie  to  complain  that,  though  they  liad  cooper- 
ated in  every  way  toward  building  the  empire,  the  :<omariS  re- 
fused to  grant  them  citlr.enship, 

App.    -ithr.  II  11  90  -  88  B.C. 

Komans  send  an  embaaay  to  restore  llicomedes  to  Bithynia  and 
Ariobarz-^nes  to  Cppadocia,    Manius  'qullius  fe^ads  the  en- 
bas  -y.    VJord  is  sent  to  Lucius  Gassius,  the  consul,  to  coop- 
erate in  this  mission. 
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App.    jltji.-.  Ill  15  88  B.C. 

Ml tiii»|.date3  aenda  his  son  Ariarathes  to  ^zie^-e  Onppndocia. 
Tlien  he  sends  v/opd  to  the  noman  legates  that  he  intends  to 
send  in  embassy  to  ^o^^e  to  complain  of  thei"-  duplicity. 

App.  Mithr.  II  11  88  B.C. 

T?it]ir»i,dates  sejids  onvoys  to  pr'otest  af^ainst  the  i'ost02*ation 
of  :ii coined es  to  Bitiiynia. 

App.  B.C.  VII  57  88  B.C. 

Sen'^te  ^endi  onvoys  to  Sulla  to  ask  the  reason  fo:^  his  mai^ch- 
ing  against  rtome  v/ith  his  ai»ray. 

Plut.  Luc.  35.5-6  74  B.C. 

Ten  legates  are  sent  to  Pontus  to  aid  Lucullus  in  regulat- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  supposedly  subdued  province  as  is  tie 
custom  of  the  sen'^te. 

Gic.  ad  Att.  :ail  6.4  68  B.C. 

Coninissioners  are  sent  to  Lucius  Lucullus  to  aid  in  the  or~ 
ganization  of  the  jPj(}ovinces  of  Pontus  and  Bithynia. 

Dio  XX:VI  57.1-2  67  B.C. 

Senate  assigns  fifteen  legati  to  Poinpey  to  aii  hi.^  work  In 
connection  v/ith  the  Lex  Gabinia. 

App.  B.C.- II  4  65  B.C. 

/iimbassadors  fron  Lihe  Allobroges  are  sent  to  rtoine  to  coraplain 
of  their  governors. 

Cic.  ad  ^tt.  I  19,2-5  60  B.C. 

In  viev/  of  an  impending  war  wl'  h  the  Gauls,  the  'enrtc  ht^s 
decreed  that  three  envoys  be  sent  to  the  cities  of  Gaul  to 
prevent  their  joining  the  Helvetii. 
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In  the  last  yeai^s  before  the  fall  of  the  Kepublic,  t  lu 
powers  of  the  senate  in  reg'U'd  to  the  provincial  adiaini stra- 
ti on  and  military  corniaands  v/ere  often  encroached  upon  by  tho 
people.     In  67  B.C.  the  Lex  Gabinia  confer rud  on  rorapey  for 
three  years  almost  unlimited  control  over  the  forces  on  the 

and  power  to  .'liake  war  as  proconsul  throughout  the  iiediterrAn- 
1 


ean . 


In  66  B.C.  the  Lex  Manilla  added  tne  comiaand  of  the 


war  against  aitnriidates  and  governorship  of  the  provinces 
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of  Asia  and  Bithynia.      In  59  3,0.  Caesar,  by  the  Lo;c  Vatin- 

ia,  obtained  the  proconsulship  of  Cisalpine  Gaul  •  nd  Illyrla 

for  five  years.*''    In  58  B.C.  Lex  Glodia  assigned  nouiinatim 

the  province  of  jVlacedon  to  the  consul  Piso,  Syria  to  Gabinus, 

and  Sicily  to  a  praetor.'^    Finally,  in  55  B.C.  the  Lex  Pom- 

peia  Licinia  granted  to  Caesar  for  a  second  temi  of  five  years 

the  provinces  of  which  he  was  proconsul,    and  the  Lex  'r>'ebonia 

gave  to  Gr-assus  and  Pompey,  the  two  consuls  of  that  year,  the 

provinces  of  Syria  ami  the  two  Spains  for  a  torra  of  five  years 

each,      iviost  of  these  laws  v/ere  carried  oontrai'y  to  the  will 
7 

of  the  sena-ae  which,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  its  opposition, 

■) 

lived  up  to  the  obligations  of  the  execution  of  tjiese  laws. 
It  was  through  the  creation  of  these  extraordinai'y  coim.iaiids, 
contrary  to  ttie  republic  n  constitution,  and  the  consequent 
abolition  of  the  collegiate  principle  and  annual  tenure  thab 
the  senate  as  well  as  people,  contributed  to  the  downfall  of 
the  -lepublic  and  later  bewailed  its  loss. 


!•  Dio  XX(VI  37*1;  App.Mithr.  d4,l  S.  Dlo  XXXIX  36;  App.B.C.  II  18 

2.  Dio  CCCVI  42,3;  App,     ithr.97.1  6.  Dlo  XXXIX  33.2;  Livy  Pefio.  CV 

3.  Dlo  -CX^VIII  8,5;App.B.G.  II  13  7.  Gic.  Phil.  XI  8,18 

4.  Plut.  Cic.  30  8.  Dio  JCvXVI  37;  Plut .  tomp.  27 
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Dui'ing  this  per»iod,  the  senate  adopted  the  pi^lnclplo  of 
deleg?^  uing  to  p:'^aeto2*ian  lieutenants  the  govemo-^shlp  of  the 
provinces,  mci  this  principle,  together  with  the  superlative 
pov/02»  granted  to  sucii  men  as  Ponpey  and  Caesar,  combined  to 
deprive  the  aen'^te  of  its  1*^3 1  vestiges  of  p--^ovl   cial  author- 
ity,    Ilencef  ortli,  the  senatorlnl  comTnissiOiis -er?^  "ipoointed 
no  lo]iger  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  senate  an  the  body 
to  vvliich  all  provincial  appeals  are  made,  and  "11  :;oman  p 'O- 
consuls  aud  praetors  f"re  responsible,  but  to  execute  the  com- 
missions of  the  proconsuls  for  whose  pov?er  'zhe  semtn  Itself 
is  i-espo'isible . These  facts  "^re  illustrated  by  the  eTnbaasies 
dui'ing  the  yea  -s  50  -  43  B.C. 

Cic.  ad  Itt.  I  18.7  60  B.C. 

^^vVe  are  compelled  to  pass  no  decree  (in  the  senate)  about  other 
matte/'s  till  an  ann\/er  is  given  to  these  collectors.  So 
expect  even  the  business  of  the  embassies  -/ill  be  pub  off. 

Cic.  ad  Att.  IV  1.7  57  B.C. 

Pompey  is  '?iven  a  commission  of  fifteen  senators,  headed  by  _^ 
Cicero,  to  help  hira  adriinister  control  of  the  grain  supply 
throughout  Italy  for  five  years. 

Dlo   L^.CIX  12-rl3  ,  57  B.C. 

Envoys,  sent  from  -^gypt  to  justify  the  conduct  of  Ptolony's 
subjects  towards  him,  are  prevented  .from  reaching  the  senate 
by  unfair  mctins. 

Cic.   Id    i.  fr'.  II  3.1  56  B.C. 

Business  of  the  embassies  postponed  till  the  thriteenth  of 
Februar  y , 


Cic.  ad  Att.  IV  15.5 


54  B.C, 


Ten  envoys  are  sent  to  settle  affairs  among  the  Pomptine, 
Velino,  and  I/laeciai  trib©i. 


Caes.  B.d.  VI  1  54  B.C. 

ren  envoy .1  are  sent  to  Cisalpine  Gaul  to  aid  Caesar  in  his 
administration  of  affairs  there. 


1.     Tac,  Ann.  XV  21 


/ 


Plut,  03-a3^.  X  (II  2 
iinvoys  from  ArtaT^sdes,  an 
not  fir-niah  .^id  to  G  'as^ius 
volved  In  a  vrar. 


53  B.O. 

Ipinenian,  declare  thai:  he  can- 
since  iio  hiiaself  is  already  in 


Glc.  Phil.  XIII  6.13  49  B.C. 

Thj^eo  onvoya  laeet  Pompey  at  Mai^aeillea  in  the  eff or't  to 
maintain  peace  and  pi'event  a  civil  wai* , 


r 


In  48  B.C.  after  the  battle  of  Pharaalia,  Gaes""!*  vra«i 

created  dictato.?,  **rei  publicae  r>,on3tituendaey"  "out  ho  did 

1 

not  retur^n  to  .(ome  until  tovz-^rd  the  end  of  47  B.C..  'fir- 
ing hi  a  absence,  tlie  senate  exercised  once  more  -i  seiablance 
of  Its  former  powers.  For  example:  wlien  the  praetor,  nar- 
cus  Goelius  :iufus,  proposed  a  project  for  the  cancellation 
of  debts, ^  the  senate  ordered  hi  to  v/ithdraw  his  proposal, 
a.nd,  on  Ills  refiasal,  voted  the  senatus  "consul tuia  ultinrim"'^ 
and  deprived  hira  of  his  office,'^ 

On  Caesar's  return  in  4*7  3,G,,  however,  trie  nctive 
authority  of  the  senate  came  definitely  to  r,n  e  id.  Tx-iough 
Caesar  referred  his  measures  to  the  septate  or  i  ",3  leaders, 
the  chief  influence  it  had  possessed  dur*ia/5  the  ■■'diiiniatra- 

tion  of  the  -.epubJ.ic  had  been  lost.^    As  dictator,  Caesar 

17 

hiraself  assuTTicd  the  distribution  of  the  provinces,  'le  as- 
signed certain  liyc-vlnoes  to  his  own  envoys  v/ho  ha(j  attPined 

consul ■^.r  or  praetorian  r'l'nk,^  and  even  to  soir.e  who  had  not 

9 

attained  this  rank.      In  46  3.C,  Caesar  detewiinen  by  lav 
the  length  of  the  terra  of  the  provincial  governor,  liraiting 
that' of  the  p  oconsul  to  a  roaxiraum  of  two  yeaivs,  nrid  tbat  of 
tVie  propi*aetor  to  one."^^    He  also,  in  46  B.C.,  obtained  com- 
plete jurisdiction  of  the  finances    nd  military  foi'ces  of 
the  state, "^"^  thereby  exercising  a  firm  control  over  the  gov- 
ernors of  t}ie  p--^ovinces  as  uell  "^a  affairs  in  Italy,  a  juris- 


1.     Dio  XLII  50 
Dlo  XLII  QQ 


7.  App.  B.C.  II  48 
=8^v     OttCT.-^TC.  I  50 


3.  Dlo  XLII  23  Oic.  ad  fam.  XIII  4-5 

4.  Caes.  B.C.  Ill  21;  Livy  Ferio.g^  ^aes.  B.C.  I  30.2  .  ^  , 

5.  Dio  XLIII  27.1  CXI      10.  DiO  XLIII  2   .3;  Cic.  Phil. J  8.19 

6.  Cic,  de  off.  Ill  1.2  11.  Die  XLIII  45.2 
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diction,  which,  up  to  the  tiMe  of  his  dictatorship,  hnd  bo-- 
longed  solely  to  the  senate  by  :*ight  of  tradition.  These 
events  ar-e  the  forerunners  of  a  significant   ^evolution  in 
r(oraan  administration,  " 'd  they  point  the  way  to  the  end  of 
the  3en"to:"i".l  order  fls  the  chief  adiuinistrative  body  of 
the  state. 

For  a  brief  time  after  the  de^th  of  Caesar,  from  Decein- 

ber  44  B.C.  to  August  43  B.C.,  v/hen  Octavian  entered  the  city 

in  arias,"^  the  senate  recovered  sane  of  its  f or;  ler  po;?er'.  It 

2 

conferred  nilitaj^y  coTira''nd3,    gave  tie  conduct  oC  th^  v/.a>-  to 

the  consuls,    bestov/ed  the '^Imperium  pro  praetore"  on  a  pri- 

4 

vatus,     orde:)^ed  troops  to  be  levied  at  Ho?ie  aid  in  Italy, 

and  suspended  the  i-ights  of  exemption,      Onct.-  more  the  senate 

regained  it:3  authority  over  provincial  government,  receiving 

fran  the  p 'ovincial  magistrates  the  reports  on  the  affai2»3 

of  the  provinces,^  and  authorizing  the  leving  of  trijces  on 

7 

the  provinces,  or  the  demands  for  aid  from  the  allies,  and 

Q 

decidin"^  iraportant  question  concerning  the  provincial  cities. 

The  eabassies,  sent  during  tne  years  45  -  42  B.C.,  illus- 
trating the  facts  mentioned  above,  are  as  follows: 

Cic.  ad  Att.    CIII  2.2  45  B.C. 

Ariarthes,  son  of  Aj'iobarzanes^  co  ies  to  Ho^ne  on  the  business 
of  obtaining  land  in  Asia  (Minor), 

Cic.  ad  ^tt.  XV  11  44  B.C. 

Cicero  is  n  raed  fo    t]'.e  post  of  libera  legatio  to  Dolabella, 
then  governor  of  Syria. 


1,     Dio  ;CLVI  45;  App.  B.C.  Ill  88    5.  Cic,  Phil.  VII  4.13 


ULO  XLVI  4.1;  .ipp.B.C.  Ill  63    6.  UiC.  Hd  fam.  X  B  ,6 ,  XI  4jLg 

Cic,  Phil,  VII  4.11  7.  Cic.  Phil.  X  11.23;  :il  1^.50 
Cic.  Phil,  V  13.45 
Llvy  rerioc-ia  CXVIII 


« . 
3. 
4. 


7.  Cic.  Phil.  X  11, 2( 
Cic.  ad  fanu  XII  28.2 

8.  Cicad-farn.  XI  19.2 


4. 
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Livy  Pe-iocha  CX7III                                                     43  B.C. 
Senate  sends  a  baaa'idOT's  to  Marcus  Antonius  beaie/^ing  Brutus 
at  iiutl  la.     Their*  mission  is  t  lo  conclusion  of  a  peace  treatyj 
but  it  is  imauccessful , 

Cic.  ad  fain,  XII  4.1                                                     43  B.C. 

iinvoys  ar*e  sent  to  Ivjarcus  ^ntonius  v;ith  ins tr'uct ions  from 
the  senate  to  cease  attack  on  B  oitus,  withdraw  from  Cisal- 
pine Gaul,  and  not  to  come  within  two  hundred  inlles  of  -iorae 
with  his  array, 

Cic.   Phil.  IX  1.1                                                               43  B.C. 

Servius  Sulpicius,  sent  on  an  embassy  to   iarcus  Antonius  to 
end  the  civil  war,  dies  before  he  can  accomplish  his  mission. 

Cic.  Phil.  XIII  17.  36                                                   43  B.C. 

Five  envoys    re  sent  to  Marcus  Antonius  from  the  senate  to 
consider  peace  terms. 

Cic.  ad  favn.  X  23.3                                                         43  B.C. 
i?:nvoys  sent  to  iarcus  Antonius  by  senate  return  with  defiant 
reply . 

App.  B.C.   Ill  88.1                                                             43  B.C. 

A  military  embassy  is  sent  to  the  sea'^te    t  dome  to  ask  that 
Octavian  be  given  the  consulship, 

/pp.  B.C.   Ill  86                                                                 43  B.C. 
Senate  names      coraLnission  of  ten  senators  to  execute  its  de- 
cisions on  agrarian  m'^tters. 

These  powers,  ho.vever,  were  short  lived  and,  at  the 

battle  of  Philippi  in  42  B.C.,  fell  all  the  hopes  of  the 

Roman  republic. The  '^rluraviratus  reipublicae  constituendae 

caus-^",  decreed  in  43  B.C.  by  tiie  plebiscitum  Titiimi  for  a 

2 

term  of  five  years,    was  renewed  in  37  B.C.  for  another  five 
3 

years,    and  confer-^ed  on  Lepidus,  Antony  and  Octavian  absol- 

4 

ute  power,  lim.ited  neither  by  the  people  or  the  senate.  Th< 
principal  "Inunction  of  the  senate  in  39  B.C.  consisted  in  rat- 
ifying?; in  toto  all  the  acts  passed  by  triumvirs  since  they 
took  office.^    In  31  B.C.  the  battle  of  ActiuriPnade  Octavian 

> 

1.  Dlo  XLVII  39;  App.  B.C.  IV  138    5.     Dio  XLVIII  34 

2.  App.  B.C.  IV  7;  Die  XLVII  2          6 .     Dio  L  33 

3.  Bio  XLVIII  54 

4.  Dio  avi  55;  App.  B.C.  IV  2 

 M  

sole  master  of  the  Koman  state, and  the  .-iepublic  became 
^.n  Empire, 


1.     Dlo  LI  1 
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CONCLUSION 


Evidence  of  control  of  foreign  affairs  by  the  senate 
Is  shown  by  the  embassies  dispatched  during  the  four  periods 
as  follo\7s: 

1,    Early  Period  of  Senato:-iil  Influence 

Livy  II  30.8  494  B.C. 

Envoys  fron  Latin!  beg  senate  either  to  send  help  to  them 
or  let  thera  taKe  up  arms  In  thei-  ovm  defense.    Senate  pru- 
dently decides  to  aid  them  against  the  Aequi. 

Livy  III  25.6-9  458  B.C. 

Aequi  break  the  treaty  of  459  B.C.  and  envoys  are  sent  to 
thern  from  iiomc  to  caipl'iin  and  demand  redii-ess. 

Livy  IV  7.4  444  B.C. 

Ambassadors  cane  to  Horne  frora  Ardei  to  canplain  of  coitfis- 
cation  of  thel    lands.     Senate,  unwilling  to  risk  upon 
breach,  diplomatically  tells  tliera  it  v/ill  consider  the 
matter  at  a  late?>  d^ite,  and  sends  theni  hcxne  to  refer  raat- 
ter  to  their  people. 

Livy  IV  17.1-6  437  B.C. 

People  of  Fidenae  revolt  against  liome,  and  v/hen  envoys  come 
to  inquire  the  reason  for  this  change  of  policy,  they  are 
killed  at  the  coraraand  of  Lars  'i'oliamnius  and  the  Veientes. 
hesult  of  this  breach  of  law  of  n'^tio  is  v/is  another  v/ar, 

Livy  IV  1-32.5  412  -  411  B.C. 

Erabasaies  are  sent  to  neighboring  tribes  on  Tiber  or  'j?U3can 
Sea  to  purchase  co^^n  of  which  there  is  a  gi»eat  shortage  at 
x^CKne. 

Livy  IV  58.1  406  B.C. 

The  truce  vilth  the  Veil  had    -un  out  and  by  means  of  an  en- 
bassy,  the  :ic»nans  seek  to  renevar  it,    Veientii-ic  senate  gives 
an  insolent  reply,  and  war  is  decl^^red  at  the  sugges  ion 
of  the  senate. 

Livy  VII  6.7  362  B.C. 

Senate  sends  envoys  to  Hernici  to  demand  reparation  which 
is  2'eftised,     The  senate  then  autanits  to  the  people  a  de- 
claration of  wnv  which  is  favorably  voted  on. 


— 


i 
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Llvy  VII  30,1  345  -  343  B.C. 

Ainba3  3ado:'3  f  ro  v.  the  Gampmians  seek  help  from  the  Honans 
against  the  sa unites.     Senate  declares  that  n  p^^evlous  treaty 
preve^ita  the  -iomans  fran  sendiiig  troops  against  sarnnites, 
out  an  offer  la  made  on  the  part  of  the  senate  to  send  en- 
voys to  the  Saninites. 

Livy  VIII  5  340  B.C. 

i.egati  frc»n  L'^tlnl,  "lure  geiitlura  sancro-sancti propose 
that  one  state  be  tade  of  Hornnns  and  Latiai  on  equal  terms. 
This  propos^^l  the  noman  Senate  indignantly  refuses. 

Livy  VIII  19,1-3  331  B.C. 

Ambassadors  fror:i  Volsci  ask  p^'Otection  from  iiorae  against 
Saranite  aggression,  proinising  loy  Ity  and  obedience  in  re- 
turn.    Senate  sends  embassy  to  Samnites  who  agree  to  keep 
peace. 

Livy  IX  40.20  303  B.C. 

Ambassadors  surrender  Perusia  to  :Joman  consul  who  sends  them 
to  senate  to  seek  friendship  and  pe'^ce. 

Livy  IX  45.1-4  304  B.C. 

Safanites  send  envoys  to  no-ae  to  tr-eat  for  peace,  but  the 
senate  suspects  thi  i  is  only  a  screen  for  v/ar  preparation. 
After  a  thorough  investigation  in  Samniura,  Sernpronius  makes 
his  report  to  the  senate,  and  the  ancient  treaty  is  restored. 

Livy  X  12,1-3  293  B.C. 

Envoys  are  sent  to  denand  satisfaction  of  Saranites  on  behalf 
of  Lucanians  who  are  joined  by  a    alliance  to  riome. 

2,    Period  of  Senatorial  Supremacy 

Livy  Periocha  XVIII  256  B,G.c. 

negulus  is  sent  uo  roman  Senate  by  the  Carthaginians  to  ar- 
range exchange  of  prisoners.    He  is  bound  under  oath  to  re- 
trun  hi  iself  if  he  does  not  effect  the  exchange.     On  his  ?^d- 
vice,  the  senate  refuses  to  rn'^Jke  t 'e  exciiange,  and  iiegulus 
returns  to  Carthage, 

Livy  XXI  3.2-4  219  B.C. 

Saguntini  implore  assist^^aice  of  Korae  in  v/ar  with  their  neigh- 
bors who  have  been  incited  by  Hannibal,     Senate  sends  am- 
bassadors to  Hannibal  with  instructions  to  p  oceed  to  Ca?*- 
tliage  if  he  does  not  come  to  terras. 

Livy  ^vl  13,1-2  219  B.C. 

Before  declaring  war,  itoman  Sen^ite  sends  an  erabas  ?5r  to  Car- 
thnge  to  in(Tui"e  v/nether  Hannibal  is  besieging  saguntura  on 
his  own  authority  or  that  of  the  Garth-^ginian  Senate. 


i 
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Livy  Xa  19.6  219  B.C. 

The  iioroan  Tmbaasadors ,  according  to  inatyuctions  from  the 
senate,  go  from  Carthage  Into  Spain  to  visit  the  tribes 
there,  an.  )  to  ;)ei»suade  them  to  ioin  an  alliance  v/ith  home 
oi»  to  dissuade  them  from  Joining  the  Carthaginians. 

Livy  XKV  22.2-3  212  B.C. 

Senate  seid^  two  envoys  to  the  consuls  In  Spain  v/ith  dir- 
ections concerning  the  army, 

Livy  XXVII  4.5-10  210  B.C. 

King  Syphax  sends  envoys  to  noe  to  declare  his  friendship 
fo"'  hone  and  his  hostility  uo  Carthage.     In  return  the  sen- 
ate sends  envoys  to  the  idLng  and  other  princes  of  Africa. 
A  ibassadors  are  also  sent  to  Ptolemy  with  gifts  to  renew  a 
treaty  of  fr'iendship. 

Livy  X:<.VII  29.4-5  208  B.C. 

Senate  sends  three  envoys  to  the  eoiisul  with  n  iness'^ge  dir- 
ecting I'iim  to  cone  to  rioro  to  hold  elections  or  to  nominate 
a  dictator  to  do  so. 

Livy  X:VIII  11.10  207  B.C. 

Ambassadors  from  Cremona  and  Placentia  complnin  to  senate 
that  their  lands  are  being  wasted  by  neighboring  Gauls. 

Livy  ;aiX  11.3-6  205  B.C. 

Senate  sends  a.abassadors  to  Attalua  and  to  all  Lands  in 
Asia  (Minor)  with  the  mission  to  raise  the  prestige  of  nome, 

Livy  XJ^IX  20,11  204  B.C. 

Senate  sends  ten  envoys  to  investigate  ccsnplaints  of  the 
Loc2'lan3  against  :\oraan  officials. 

Livy  7.V-11  20rs  B.C. 

Legati  fron  wasinissa  congratulate  sen*^te  on  Sciplo's  suc- 
cess in  ^fric^  "^nd  request  senate  to  confirm  Scipio's  ordin- 
ances and    o  return  IJuinldim  captives. 

Livy  XXX  22.1  205  B.C. 

Cartli'^.ginian  envoys  solicit  peace  fron  the  Ho^ian  Senate  lay- 
ing entire  blarae  for  the  w^r  on  Hannibal, 

Livy  XXX  23.2-4  203  B.C. 

Allied  states  of  Greece  send  envoys  to  rvome  with  the  In- 
fo -mat  ion  that  Philip  is  inviding  their  lands  and  is  also 
aidi  ig  the  Carthaginians.     Sen'^te  resolve:-?  to  send  an  (^^n- 
bass,/,  headed  by  Caius  Terentius  Varro,  to  inform  Pliilip 
that  these  ^cts  were  contra --y  to  the  treaty. 
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Llvy  XXX  38.3-4                                                              202  B.C. 

Scipio  sond3  Gar»thaglnl -^n  envoys,  v/ho  have  co  le  to  liiri,  to 
the  senate  at  -tome  to  ar*  ^inge  pence  ter'Tis. 

Livy  XXXI  18.1                                                                200  B.C. 
Homan  a^bnsaador's  ai»e  dispatched  by  the  senate  to  co  plain 
to  Fhlllp  of  Macedoa  of  his  co  duct  In  making  wa:^  on  At- 
tains and  the  .Jiodians. 

Livy  XXXII  8.9-16                                                           199  B.C. 
Ambaaaadoi's  f^o^r)  Attalus  complain  of  Invasions  of  Antiochus 
and  ask  for  help  against  him.     Senate  refused  to  send  troops 
but  p-omises  to  send  an  embassy  to  Antiochus  to  effect  the 
I'equest  of  /ttalus. 

Livy  XX  cm  24.6                                                             197  B.C. 
Macedonian  envoys  declai'e  Philip  is  ready  to  accept  v/hat- 
ever  terms  the  senate  prescribes  for  settlement  of  affairs 
in  Greece. 

Llvy  XXXIII  34.10                                                          196  B.C. 

Disagreement  between  ten  envoys,  sent  to  ar  anf»e  rnatuers 
in  Greece,  and  t  ^e  .-ioraan  general,  is  referred  to  the  senate 
for  decision, 

Livy  XCXIV  45.1-2                                                           194  B.C. 
Ti70  legati  from  IJabis  entreat  the  senate  f o  •  ratif ic^'-tion 
of  peace  terras  as  settled  Mlt'-i  ')uinctiu3,  the  itoraan  consul. 

Livy  XXXIV  62.5              -                                                193  B.C. 

Carthage  and  Numidian  king,  vaslnissa,  send  legati  to  -ome 
to  lay  the  dispute  over  so.ie  ter  dtory  before  the  senate. 

Livy  XXXV  23.4-5                                                            192  B.C. 
Envoys  are  sent  to  Greece  to  cement  friends  ip  of  Greek 
states  to  r.orie  in  expectation  of  war  with  Antiochus. 

Llvy  XXXVI  35.5-G                                                           191  B.C. 
The  Aetolians  apply  to  Quinctius,  the  consul,  for  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  but  he  bids  them  send  an  embaa^  to 
Rome  to  explain  matters  to  the  senr'^te. 

Livy  XX:XVII  49.1-5                                                       190  B.C. 
Aotolian    envoys,  soliciting  peace,  incu^^  the  iispleasui'e 
of  the  senate  by  tiieir  insolence.     The  eivoys  are  o-dered 
to  leave  Home  that  day.     "etoll'^n  envoys  hereafter  must 
have  the  exp  -ess  permission  of  the  gene:'»al,  then  If^  com- 
mr^nd  of  that  province,  '  nd  must  be  accompanied  by  a  aoman 
legate. 

\ 

A-?   

Livy  XXXVII  54.3-23                                                     190  B.C. 

Khodiana  entre-^t  senate  not  to  deliver  any  of  their*  free 
states  into  powe;*  of  iiuraenes. 

Llvy  .iXXVIII  32.4                                                        189  B.C. 

Achaeana  and  Lacedaeionians,  ombpoiled  in  a  quar*3?el,  seiid 
envoys  to  rtoine  on  advice  of  the  praetor,  Fnilopoemen. 

Livy  XX<VIII  38.1-5                                                     183  3.G. 

Ten  ambassador's  from  ho  .e  conclude  a  peace  treaty  v;ith 
Aiitiochus,  restricting  him  to  land  beyond  the  Taurus  aange. 

Livy  XXKIX  33.1-2                                              185  -  184  B.C. 
Envoys,  sent  to  adjust  matters  betweon  Philip  and  }':)umenes 
and  the  states  of  the  Thessalians,  give  an  account  of  their 
embassy  and  introduce  envoys  from  those  kings  '^nd  states. 

Livy  XX;ax  53.10                                                          183  B.C. 

r.oman  envoys  aro  sent  to  Tiir*ace  to  order  Philip  of  ilacedon 
to  withdraw  his  legions  stationed  there,  and  to  evacuate 
the  garrisons. 

Livy  XL  28.8                                                                  181  B.C. 

Lucius  Aerailius  sends  two  envoys  to  :<oiae  to  announce  to 
the  senate  the  progress  made  against  the  Ligurians,  and  to 
request  permission  for  him  to  leave  that  p'^-ovincf  and  dis- 
band his  troops,  since  his  business  there  was  finished. 

Llvy  XL  58.9                                                                  179  i.C. 
Perseus,  after  the  death  of  Philip,  sends  envc^s  to  ^lonio 
to  renew  the  treaty  concluded  by  his  f^ither,  and  to  request 
the  senate  to  Riive  him  the  title  of  king. 

Livy  XLII  5.8                                                                173  B.C. 
Info'nned  that  the  Thessalians  a^-e  in  arms,  the  senate  sends 
Appius  Claudius  as  ambassador  to  examine  and  adjust  their 
financial  affairs. 

Livy  XLII  26.6                                                              172  B.C. 

Senate  resolves  to  send  envoys  to  Illyria  to  set  before 
Gentius  tne  complaints  of  tiie  Is^ans,  and  to  reprove  him 
for  in.iui'lng  allies  of  the  noman  people.    Aulus  Terentius 
Varro  headed  this  embassy. 

Livy  XLII  26.7-8                                                         172  B.C. 

Ambassadors,  sent  to  Eumenes  in  Asia,  to  Antiochus  in  Syria, 
and  to  Ptolemy  at  Alexandria,  report  to  the  senate  t':"t  all 
these  kings,  thougn  approached  by  Perseus,  hr^d  remained 
loyal  to  iheir  alliances  with  the  aomans. 
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Livy  XLII  26,9  172  B.C. 

Knvoys  fvora  the  Fhodi^^ns  oo.  ic3  to  cleai*  t  elr  people  of  the 
char»ge3  brought  against  them  In  the  senate  by  ambassadoi''-^ 
sent  to  Asia  (''inorO  to  investigate  the  policies  of  the 
several  states  towa?'di  Perseus. 

Livy  XLII  45,1-4  171  B.C. 

An  embas?^  is  sent  bo  states  of  Asia  (winor)  to  urge  their 
aid  against  Perseus.     Their  instructions  are  to  suit  their 
powers  of  persu'^sion  to  the  si^^e  of  the  state.     This  e-nbassy 
cemented  the  fr'iendship  between  Rome  and  the  states  in  Asin.. 

Livy  XLII I  2.1-5  171  B.C. 

/jnbassadors  from  several  states  of  both  the  Spains  complPin 
of  the  extortion  of  Roraan  magistrates.    The  senato  declares 
that  "  homever  the  Spanla-rds  shall  nnrae  as  guilty  shall  be 
brought  to  trial, 

Livy  XLIII  4.8-10  170  B.C. 

Ambassadors  froin  the  Abderites  coraplain  that  their  tov/n  has 
been  plundered  by  liortensius,  the  praetor.     Senate  sends 
two  envoys  to  deliver  a  message  to  hirn  tlV3.t  the  senate  judged 
the  attack  made  on  the  Abderites  unjust,  nnd  to  orde?^-  restltu 
tion  to  be  laade. 

Livy  XLIII  7.1-4  170  B.C. 

Envoys  fro^n  Crete  report  that  their  state  has  sent  the  re- 
quired number  of  archers  to  the  nom^n  arr^.y.     The  senate  bids 
tliem  recall  from  Perseus*  service  the  number  of  C  et.tn  archaral 
which  is  equ-'l  to  th^t  given  to  the  riomans  if  the  Cretans 
wish  to  be  an  ??.lly  of  the  rtoraan  people, 

Liv;;-  XLIV  14.3-6  169  B.C. 

Envoys  from  Pa  phylia  bring  gifts  and  seek  renewal  of  trseaty 
of  friendship,    Ambassado "s  from  Prusi^s  and  the  hodi-^ns 
wish  to  riake  peace  with  Perseus  v/ith  the  approval  of  the 
ROJSBtns  • 

Livy  XLIV  19.6-14  169  -  168  B.C. 

Ambassadors  fro^i  Ptoleniy  beg  the  senate  to  seiid  envoys  to 
Ajitiochus  to  withdi'aw  his  troops  from  siege  of  Mexan  ^ria  . 
Senate  sends  envoys  with  instructions  to  go  first  to  Antio- 
chus  and  tlien  to  Ptolemy,  and  bid  them  cease  hostilities. 

Livy  XLIV  20.2-7  168  B.C. 

Commissions,  sent  to  Macedoni53  to  get  ^.ftf or-n'^ tion,  return 
and  report  the  need  of  reiif orcement?        the  troops  of  Ap- 
pius  Claudius,  their  suspicions  of  buraenes'  fidelity,  and 
assurance  of  Attalus^  sentiments  to\'^ard  bhe  nom-^n  people. 
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Livy  XLV  12,3-6                                                              163  B.C. 

Monan  envoys  meet  Antlochus  neai»  Eleuslne  on  the  Nile,  and 
Popilius  hands  him  the  senators  decree.    Then  drawing  a 
circle,  he  bids  Antiochus  give  a  reply  to  the  semte  before 
he  steps  out  of  the  circle.    Siirprised,  the  king  at  length 
says  ho  will  obey  the  decree, 

Livy  Periocha  XLVI                                            165  -  164  B.C.c. 

.Ambassadors  froi?i  Mng  Frusias  complain  that  Einnenes  has  plun- 
dered the  borders  of  their  count i^y,  and  they  also  accuse 
him  of  entering  into  a  conspiracy  with  Antiochus  against 
the  a Oman s . 

Livy  Periocha  XLVII                                                   156  B.C.c. 
Ambassadors  are  sent  by  the  sei'^te  to  deterriine  tei^ritor- 
ial  dispute  betwee  i    iasinissa  and  the  Carthaginians.  The 
envoys,  sent  on  this  mission,  return  '^nd  report  to  the  sen- 
ate thnt  the  Carthaginians  have  collected  a  large  quantity 
of  material  for  shipbuilding. 

App.  Hisp.  IX  49                                                             152  B.C. 

Claudius   ^^rcellus,  stationed  with  an  SLvm^r  in  Spain,  sends 
Spanish  ambassadors  from  two  rival  factions  to  Home  to  carry 
on  their  dispute  before  the  senate. 

Livy  Periocha  XLVIII                                        152  -  151  B.C.c. 
Envoys  are  sent  to  Gartrng*=  to  investig'^te  "  report  t  lat  a 
iltimidian  army,  led  by  Ariobarzanes,  is  aiding  the  Carthagin- 
ians ostensibly  against  King  Mnsinissa,  but  really  it.  pre- 
paration for  a  war  with  -{ome. 

■  Livy  Periocha  XLIX                                                       149  B.C.c. 
Envoys  from  Utlca  surrender  their  state  and  property,  much 
to  the  consternation  and  dinmay  of  Carthage,  ard  lauch  to 
the  delight  of  rcome. 

Livy  Periocha  L                                                            148  B.C.c. 
Roman  Senate  sends  an  embassy  to  negociate  peace  between 
Prusias  a  d  iJicomedes. 

Livy  Periocha  LI                                                         147  B.C.c. 
Ambassadors,  sent  to  Greece  to  separate  from  the  Achaean 
League  those  cities  vhlch  had  been  under  dominion  of  Philip, 
are  expelled  from  Corinth  by  the  Achae'ins.     This  leads  to 
t  le  war  between  xtoraans  and  Achaeans. 

App.  Pun.  XX  135                                                           146  B.C. 

Senate  sends  ten  av.bassadors  to  arrange  affairs  in  Africa 
in  conjunction  with  Scipio. 

Livy  Perlocha  LIT                                                        146  B.C. 
Corlntli  is  de:)ollshed  by  orde--  of  the  Koman  Senate  because 
of  violence  doie  to  envoys, 

^,    Period  of  the  Decline  of  Senato:^^ial  Power 

App.  Hlap.  aIII  81                                              137  -  156  B.C. 

Embass;;-  of  two  senators  is  sent  to  *emllius  Lepidus  to  ce^se 
the  v.-a  '  he  had  begun  on  cor  tain.  Sp'^^nish  tribes  without  any 
authority  from  the  senate. 

App.  IIlsp,  XVI  99                                                105  -  100  3.G, 

Since  the  liomans  are  coripletely  preoccupied  with  tho  second 
war  with  the  slaves,  legates  ar-e  sent  into  Spain  to  settle 
the  war  as  best  they  cm, 

App.  B.G.  I  39                                                                    90  B.C. 

Ihe  Italian  tribes,  who  revolted  during  the  Social  War  of 
90  B.i),,  send  'n:fO'" saadors  to  ..oiie  to  complain  tho.t  though 
they  h^d  cooperated  in  every  way  tow-rd  the  building  of 
the  onpire,  the  Romans  refused  to  grant  them  citizenship. 

App,  B.C.  VII  57                                                              83  B.G. 

Senate  sends  envoys  to  Sulla  to  ask  the  reason  for  his  march- 
ing against  Aane  with  his  "^rrny. 

Glc.  ad  Att.  XIII  6.4                                                   68  B.C. 
FJivoys  '^re  sent  to  Lucius  Lucullus  to  aid  in  the  organlr.a- 
tion  of  the  provinces  of  Fontus  and  Bithynla, 

Dio  X.:/.VI  37.1-2                                                                67  B.C. 
Senate  assigns  fifteen  legati  to  fompey  on  jmssage  of  Lex 
Gabinia. 

Cic.  ad  Att.  IV  1.7                                                       57  B.C. 
Ponipey  is  given  commit  Ion  of  fifteen  senators  headed  by 
Cicero  to    elp  hirn  administer  control  of  the  grain  supply 
t  roughout   ttaly  for  five  years, 

Dio  XXXIX  12-13                                                                  57  B.G, 
Envoys,  sent  fvom  Egypt  to  justify  the  conduct  of  Ptoleiiiy's 
subjects  towards  him,  are  prevented  fron  r^ching  the  sen- 
ate , 

Caes.  3,C.  VI  1                                                            54  B,C. 

Ton  envoys  a7»e  sent  to  Cisalpine  Gaul  to  aid  Caesar. 

Glc.  Phil.  XIII  6.13                                                         49  B.C. 

IhrGe  envoys  meet  Pc  ipey  at  Marseilles  in  the  effo-^t  to 
maintain  peace  and  prevent  a  civil  war. 
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4.     Period  of  Collapse  of  Senatoi»ial  Power- 
Li  vy  Pei»locha  CXVIII  43  B.C. 
Sen'^te  aendn  arnbaasiadors  to  Harcua  Antonlu.g  besieging  Brutus 
at  ilutina.     Their  mission  is  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty 
which  proves  unsuccessful. 

Cic.  ad  farn.  XII  4.1  43  B.C. 

i^iivoys  are  sent  to  "larcus  /ntonius  with  instructions  from 
the  senate  to  cease  attack  on  Brutus,  withdraw  from  Cisal- 
pine Gaul,  and  not  to  come  within  two  hundred  miles  of  .ome 
with  his  arjny. 

Cic.  Phil  IX  1,1  43  B.C. 

•Servlus  Sulpicious,  sent  on  an  embassy  to  M'^rcus  Antonius 
to  bring  about  peace  betv/een  Brutus  and  Marcus  /*-ntonius, 
dies  before  he  can  interviev/  Antonius. 


Cic.  Phil.  XIII  17.36  43  B.C. 

Five  envoys  are  sent  to  Marcus  Antonius  from  the  senate 
to  consider  peace  terms, 

Cic.  ad  fam.  X  28,3  43  B.C. 

Envoys  sent  to  Antonius  by  senate  receive  a  defiant  reply. 

App.  B.C.  Ill  88.1  43  B.C. 

A  militar-y  embass:/"  is  sent  to  the  senate  at  r^ome  to  ask 

that  Octavian  be  given  the  coiisulship. 
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The  ^im  of  this  thesl.s  has  been  to  emplmaize  as  one  of 
the  most  important  functions  of  the  Koman  aemte,  its  deal- 
ings in  foreign  affairs  through  the  use  of  commissions; 
legati,  leg'itiones.    To  that  end,  citations  fror;-.  the  aour-cea 
have  been  presented  to  shov/:  first,  the  development  of  this 
function  (a)  in  relation  to  Italian  caminunities,  and  (b)  in 
relation  to  the  city  states  r^.\d.  coiiimunities  of  the  eastern 
and  v/estern  ilediterranean,  showing  the  progress  of  expansion; 
and  second,  the  undermining  of  this  power  of  the  senate 
through  the  institution  of  the  ti'ibiin'^ te,  proconsulate,  and 
special  ccranands. 

It  has  been  the  intention  tm'oughout,  so  far  as  is  pos- 
sible, to  make  no  statement  not  based  on  original  soui»cns  . 
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